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“Christian Realism” 


3401 Brook Road, 
Richmond 22, Va. 


To the Editors: 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell’s editorial in the January 1, 
1948, issue of The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
came to many of us as a distinct shock, After read- 
ing the continued preachments of The Journal 
about the power, justice, goodness and love of 
God (Dr. Bell’s name, like Abou Ben Adam/’s, has 
been at the top of the list of those proclaiming the 
same), we suddenly find that one of the editors, a 
Christian missionary and a man dedicated to the 
healing ministry, has lost confidence in the efficacy 
of that power, love, etc. He calls his article ‘“‘Chris- 
tian Realism,” but we find it difficult to find either 
_ Christianity or realism in it. A simple answer to 
the realism of his solution is, that upon the merest 
threat of the proposed bomb dropping, the massive 
Soviet armies would move quickly over the face of 
Europe without any opposition worthy of the name. 
We would then be faced with the question of a 
stalemate that would be a real Soviet victory, or 
with the necessity of dropping “the bomb” on 
every city in Europe—with the entire destruction 
of Western Civilization as the probable outcome. 
In no case would the destruction of the millions of 
unfortunates caught between the two nations be 
either realistic or Christian. We cannot go into 
the many questions tha; Dr. Bell raises—and dis- 
misses—with ‘‘the bomb.’”’ However, as Presbyte- 
rians, we feel that this article, published only 
twelve days since we celebrated the day of the 
Prince of Peace, is dangerous to the true spirit 
of Christ, We who sign this statement feel that we 
cannot allow ourselves as Presbyterians and as fol- 
lowers of the Master to be thought of as in agree- 
ment with such a preposterously un-Christian state- 
ment as that suggested by Dr. Bell, and we would 
appreciate the publication of our statement and 
names in your paper. 


William H. Ramkey,,. Jr. 
John R. MacKinnon, 
John G. Viser, 

Dan. R. Thomas, Jr. 
Samuel A. Davis, 
Ernest H. Flaniken. 


William Ramsay, 

A. L. Tubbs, 

Joseph M. Gammon, 
Keith R. Crim, 
Howatt E. Mallinson, 
J. S. Blain, 

James L. Mays, 


Christian Realism 


The reaction to this editorial has been active. § 
Some approve just as strongly as the writers of F 


the above letter disapprove. We deeply respect the 
position of these Christian brethren. 


Before replying we would state that one adédi- 
tional paragraph was sent to the printers but it 
was lost and not printed. It was this: “If we are 
really prepared to carry out this ultimatum its 
execution will not be necessary.” 


The objections are raised that this editorial was 
neither realistic nor Christian. — 


As to realism—if ultimate armed conflict with F 


(or capitulation to) Communism could be avoided 


our realism is actually a false premise. But, Com- § 


munism being what it is, armed conflict is abso- 
lutely certain, unless we and all others surrender 
everything which makes life in this world worth 
living. 


Objection because of immediate effect on Wes 
tern Civilization in Europe is a question of judge 
ment. The tentacles of an octopus can do consider- 
able damage after a death blow is dealt the head, 
but the ultimate damage is much less than if the 
octopus is permitted to continue its depredations. 


As to the Christian ethics involved—to those 


who regard all war as un-Christian, our position 8 F 
_indefensible. But, to those who believe that Chris f 
tian duty may entail the destruction of murderers, f 
plunderers and the enslavers of mankind, our po — 


sition is still Christian, altho our judgement as #0 
time and method may be wrong. 7 


Ask the Christians in China what they think of 
Communism; its effect on the Church, their chil 
dren, their property, their freedom, their lives!! 


Ask, if you could (as he died of a stroke), 4 
Chinese doctor, one of my dearest friends, wh 
came to Christian missionaries and with teats 
flowing down his cheeks and told of Communists 
forcing the children of Christians into their propa 
ganda schools; schools where they were taught 10 
hate their parents, to love lying and deceit, to r& 
gard fornication and adultery as right and purity 
as weakness, to rob and to steal and to dominale 
the majority by a ruthless minority group! 
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Ask the same_ questions of the Christians in 
Korea. Ask the Christians in Finland, in Estonia, 
Latvia, Lithuania. Ask the Christians in Czecho- 
slovakia. Ask them in Poland and Roumania!! 


It is easy to contemplate Communism in the 
safety, security and freedom of our own land, but 
ask those who have experienced its tyranny, who 
have seen its plan unfolded in their nation, de- 


gtroying, taking away liberties, privileges, freedom 


of Christian activity, murdering those who oppose 


and ruthlessly setting up a regime which is a hell 
on earth. Ask those Christians who have survived © 


under these conditions, whether it is un-Christian 
to attempt to stamp out these obvious works of 


The “preposterously un-Christian” suggestion 


that Christian realism demands examination of the 


facts now facing the world, and action in the light 


| of these facts, is certainly open to a difference of 
judgement and opinion. In our judgement the hesi- 


tance of our nation today is not an evidence of a 
deeper Christian spirit; it is rather an evidence of 
spiritual and moral declension. 


We further believe that because of our own na- 
tional sins we are destined to suffer more, and with 


| us the rest of the world, in the conflict into which 


we will ultimately be forced. —L.N.B. 


The Current Red 
Scare 


Marquis Childs’ article entitled, “The Current 
Red Scare” is quoted with evident approval in 
“The Bridge,’ the official organ of the Assembly’s 
Committee on Christian Relations. Mr. Childs 
represents the current ‘‘Red Scare’”’ as being hys- 
terical in nature and of the “red herring” variety. 
We are sorry this article has gone forth with the 


j imprimateur of the Southern Presbyterian Church 


for we do not think it at all represents the convic- 
tions of our people. : 


_Why, may we ask, is our government spending 
billions of dollars to check Communism’s spread in 
Western Europe as well as its control of the 
Dardanelles? How does it happen that during the 
past two years the magazines and newspapers of 
our country have been filled with strong messages 
from the ablest pens warning us of the ruthlessness 
of _——— and its philosophy of life and govern- 
ment? 


We hardly think that General Marshall and 
former Secretary of State Jimmy Burns, have been 
completely misled in their impressions of this so- 
called mythical danger. Dr. Darby Fulton, our 
Executive Secretary of Foreign Missions recently 
declared that Communism was the most potent 
single obstacle to our missionary work in China at 
the present time. The testimony of missionary after 
Missionary has been given over and over again of 
the heart-rending murder and pillage of Communist 
bands in China. 


May it be clearly understood, we are not trying 
to defend any specific hearings such as that of the 
Hollywood actors and producers, This may, or may 
not, have been wise. We do not know. Of one thing 
Wwe are certain, and that is that eternal vigilance is 
the price of Christian liberty. As we understand it 
the particular brand of Communism that is abroa 
in the world today is diametrically opposed both to 

hristianity and to human freedom. —R.W.C. 
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“Mene - Mene -- -” 


Time of December 8th, past, quoted with evi- 
dent sympathy The Christian Century’s excoria- 
tion of Protestantism because of its palpable 
failure to seize what General Douglas MacArthur, 
of the Far East, calls the supreme opportunity in 
Japan. In connection with his message regarding 
the open door, the General stated that Japan can- 
not have Democracy without Christianity; he also 
ealled for a thousand Christian missionaries. Since 
the surrender, the Roman Church has sent more 
than a thousand, while the Protestant Churches 
have sent only a few more than two hundred. 

The liberal “gadfly” (Time’s term) should 
know, and let the secular press be advised, that 
the defalcation is deeper than just Protestantism. 
If there is “appalling failure by the Evangelical 
Churches” regarding the mandate of the Great 
Commission, then back of that criticism is the 
justification of it; and in vindication of such justi- 
fication is the plain fact that the Church which 
calls itself Christian is neglecting the terms of its 
charter and nullifying the reason for its existence: 
the inglorious failure derives from disbelief. 

Creed determines conduct; conduct in turn re- 
veals conviction—or the lack of it, Gradually, in- 
cessantly, fatally, the. drag of liberalism has slowed 
the chariot-wheels of Non-Roman Christendom. 
Being no longer evangelical, a sizable part of the 
Protestant Church is logically no longer evangel- 
istic; or if attempting to conjure with the Gos- 
pel’s historic equipage, its preachments have no 
guarantee of God, its product turns out to be ve- 
neer only. Devaluation of supernatural coin is tan- 
tamount to confessing that the pure gold of the 
Gospel is disrespectful to civilized man’s intellec- 
tual and scientific stature. 

Liberalism’s promise to blaze new trails and 
crash the gates of opposition, has not paid off. The 
demand for combine and bigness, with the slogan 
of “One Church,”’ seriously discounts itself, when it 
comes as an apparent medicine-man substitute for 
the command of God to preach a clear-cut and 
definite message. An organization (or an _ indi- 
viduai) which no longer believes in the finality of 
earthly probation, in heaven or hell, and in the 
eternal damnation of repentant and unbelieving 
sinners, naturally addresses itself to reform move- 
ments and other side issues: it has only good ad- 
vice, no Gospel. And in such premises the Bible is 
simply impertinent, or ancillary at best. 

If we do not the things which He says, then cry- 
ing, “Lord - Lord” over toleration, broadminded- 
ness, and ecumenicity, will not bring His recogni-, 
tion, and cannot merit His blessing. An injection 
of brotherly love, ethical socialization, and agita- 
tion about race and economics, are not enough. 
The Christian Church faces not simply the under- 
privileged, the ignorant, the divided—tragic as 
they are: what it does face is a corpse. For such 
fact there is only one specific: the Gospel of re- 
aig by His power who raises the dead to 
ife. 
The ludicrous is eclipsed by the tragic in the 
anomaly of recreant ecclesiastical organization try- 
ing to array itself in the armor of evangelical faith, 
and affecting the garb of the Gospel, employing 
the terminology of the historic Christian Church, 
all in a dumb show. The Protestant Church has 
woefully failed: it stands condemned. But the 
handwriting-on-the-wall for “Evangelical” Chris- 
tianity in this Twentieth Century is not so much 
because it does not obey the Saviour’s mandate, as 
that (explanatory of that fact) it no on 


lieves the Gospel. —R. 
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“It Is God Who 
Worketh In You” 


(Phil, 2.13) 

And the greatest need of the American Church 
is the realization of this great and gracious fact. 
We have become so wrapped up in man’s doing 
that we have forgotten the working of the might of 
His strength. We are assuming that American faith 
can stand in the wisdom of man rather than in the 
power of God. We are so busy with the diversities 
of our workings and the gifts and graces of our 
leaders that we pass by the blessed truth that in 
these different activities it is the same God who 
worketh all in all. 


Grace and Truth came by Jesus Christ. And on a 
broad view of Church history the Roman Catholic 
danger is to forget truth, while the Protestant runs 
the risk of overlooking grace. Romanism’s compro- 
mises with truth and Rationalism’s neglect of grace 
are the two pathological developments in the life 
of the Church. Dr. Hromadka says that the Con- 
tinental theologians of the Word were led out of 
their preoccupation with human ideology, at least 
in part, by their study of the doctrine of God’s 
immediate and direct action in the Eucharist as 
put forth by some of the ancient Eastern churches. 
At any rate these men found and taught the 
presence and activity of the living Christ in His 
Body the Church in time to save the remnants 
under the heel of the Nazi. Jesus Christ, Jesus 
Christ alone, saved the Church in Germany and 
France and Holland and Norway by His own im- 
mediate direct action. In spite of our sins and 
shortcomings, declared Niemoller, our weakness 
and littleness and cowardice, HE made witnesses 
out of us. He spoke His Word through us and the 
sheep heard the Voice of the Good Shepherd. 
Hitler thought he had only the weak organization 
of men to meet. But lo and behold, the Voice of a 
King was among them, there, there was a heavenly 
High Priest living to intercede for them. And 
again He came forth conquering and to conquer. 


The Church of God in Christ Jesus is not a 
quantitative magnitude, it is a qualitative reality— 
qualified by the presence of Jesus Christ. The 
Church is the place where God acts and man serves. 
Calvin and Melanchthon found here a positive 
doctrine of the Christian Sabbath. Six days we are 
to work. On the Lord’s Day we are to rest from our 
Labors that the Lord may work in us. The sacra- 
ment is a visible sign by which THE LORD SEALS 
upon our consciences His promises to us. Or as 
Robert Bruce of Scotland put it, Christ is just as 
busy conveying His heavenly grace and spiritual 
blessing to the believer as the minister is busy 
distributing the bread and the wine. Would that we 
might all ponder these weighty words of Ruskin: 


“T believe that the root of almost every schism 
and heresy from which the Christian Church has 
ever suffered, has been the effort of man to earn, 
rather than to receive his salvation; and that the 
reason that preaching is commonly so ineffectual 
is, that it calls on men oftener to work for God, 
than to behold God working for them.” 


Even the smaller children ought to come to the 
Church believing that God does something there 
for them. A gracious human hostess puts her guests 
at ease, entertains them, provides refreshment for 
them. Let even the tots know that they are to 
come to God’s house confident that He will do 
more for them than the most gracious and charming 
lady does for those who visit her home. 


—Wnm. C. R. 
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Stability 


_ One of the most desirable traits of personality 
is stability and Christians should be people ex. 
a stableness of character in every phase 
of life. | 


Stability of emotions, along with stability of 
spirit and of moral values, does not necessarily go 
hand in hand. We know many truly good and cop. 
secrated people who are emotionally unstable. But, 
when it comes to mora] and spiritual values they 
stand like a rock. | 


For years many psychiatrists have followed the 
filthy dreaming of Freud, attributing all anxiety 
complexes to repressed sex desires and represent- 
a such desires as the dominating influences in 
ife. 


It is refreshing to find outstanding psychiatrists 
today who repudiate this Freudian philosophy and 
rightfully recognize moral and_ spiritual mal- 
adjustments as the underlying cause of the mental 
distress to many in our day. 


“Time,’’? in its January 12th issue, quotes Dr, 
Orval Hobart Mowrer, of Harvard, as saying that 
when David wrote, “I sought the Lord, and he 
heard me, and delivered me from all my fears,” 
he was on solid psychiatric ground. 


(Prof. Mowrer is further quoted as saying that 


anxiety is not the result of too little self-indulgence, & 


but of too much; not of over-restraint and inhibi- 
tion, but of irresponsibility and guilt. 


Those who have believed that in the Bible is to 
be found a solution for every problem of life have 
been too often regarded as archaic and un- 
scientific. And yet, God has given us this Book 
which is “quick, and powerful, and sharper than 
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the d- 
viding asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart. Neither is there any creature 
that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are 
naked and open unto the eyes of him with whom 
We have to do.’’ 


Then the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
goes on to the only real source of stability in life 
and says: “Seeing then that we have a great high 
priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the 
Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.” 


Those who would be stable Christians, and would 
teach others how to be stable and reliable in all 
things, will be wise to point to the inexhaustible 
source of peace and quietness, the Christ of the 
Bible and the Bible of Christ. —[j.N.B. 


“Left Or Right” 


In recent years there has crept into political 
parlance a method of expression, used to indicate 
the outlook or ideology of an individual or a move- 
ment. 


To lean to the “left” means to tend towards 


socialism, or extreme, to be communistic. To I- 
cline to the “right”? means to take a conservative 
position, or in its ultimate outlook to be rr 
actionary. 


Many politicians strive for a “middle of the 
road” stand, or just a little right of center or left 
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of center as they may estimate the desires of their 


constituency. 


While the world classifies men and_ political 
movements in this way God has an entirely dif- 
ferent classification. In His eyes men are either 
travelling ‘‘up” or ‘‘down’”’ and the destination is 
either Heaven or Hell, there is no alternative, 


Every living person we meet is either saved or 
lost. Only those who have accepted Christ as Sa- 
viour are saved. One’s politics may be left or right 
but unless he has repented of his sins and accepted 
redemption through the Son of God he is a lost 


soul. 


To the Chureh and to individual Christians alone | 


is given the task of making Him known. There is 
no other task -which is comparable in — 


Revival And Harvest 


One of the most enheartening evidences of the 


working of the Holy Spirit in our day is the in- 


creasingly widespread hunger for a spiritual re- 
vival, Serious-minded people sense that something 
is lacking in much of the present-day church ac- 
tivities, and realize that there is a spiritual vacuum 
in their religious experience. Like Mother Hubbard, 
they have gone to the cupboard, but found it bare. 
But this sense of spiritual barrenness is not enough. 
There is a Divine Storehouse, where the Bread of 
Life is kept, and to that men must repair if they 
are to find satisfaction. 3 


Well may we begin this year, if we have not 
already done so, praying. “Lord, send a revival, 
beginning in me.” This much-to-be desired spir- 
itual awakening must begin in individuals. There 
will always be some who think that ‘“‘the times are 
not auspicious,” or, “‘there are too many obstacles 
to overcome,” or “‘the day of mass revival is over.” 
But is it not a fact that revivals have always come 
when “the times were not auspicious,” and when 
the natural outlook was least encouraging? And 
have they not always come through the power of 
God’s Spirit working through a few utterly dedi- 
cated lives? Last evening in our family devotions 
we read of how Jonathan and his armor-bearer, by 
faith in God’s direction, dared to face the over- 
whelming thousands of the Philistine enemies, and 


won the day. They believed firmly that ‘“‘there is 


no restraint with the Lord to save by many or by 
few.””’ Those who think that revival is dependent 
upon huge organizations and great programs have 
never read the history of true religion. In the days 
of Elijah, all but a few thousand had refused to 
bow the knee to Baal, and the miracle of Carmel 
was needed to call men back to God. In the days 
of Ezra, when the Word of God was practically 


lost, God’s Spirit intervened to move the heart of 


a heathen king to send Ezra and his company back 
to Jerusalem, to stem the tide of opposition. The 
New Testament Church was a persecuted minority, 
but the “Lord added to them day by day those that 
were saved.’”? Wherever, in the history of the 

urch, a spiritual awakening has taken place, it 
has been through the dedicated witness of a “‘rem- 
nant.” Athanasius, Luther, Calvin, Wesley, Knox, 
Spurgeon, Moody, none of these men waited for 


others. Through faith in God and in His Word, and 


obedience to His Spirit, they became instruments 
and channels of revival. Do we lack faith to believe 
that God can still revive men? Or are we unwilling 
to pay the price which revival will demand of us? 
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A Holy Spirit awakening will mean an ingather- 
ing. Nineteen hundred years ago Jesus said: “Be- 
hold, I say unto you, lift up your eyes, and look on 


_ the fields; for they are white already with harvest.” 


The centuries have not changed this fact—they are 
sill white unto the harvest. Today is still the day 
of salvation. And the harvest is still ungathered. 
Is it because we have not prayed the Lord of the 
harvest, “to send forth laborers into His harvest?” 
Is it because we have not sown the seed of the 
Word, and therefore look in vain for an ingather- 
ing? Jesus was concerned with a harvest of souls. 
Should not that same passion be ours? And if while 
we may be adding names to the church rolls we 
realize we are not winning men for Christ, ought 
we not ask ourselves whether we are using man- 
made methods, the “arm of flesh,”’ instead of being 
used by the Holy Spirit? For if our work is done 
under the leadership and power of the Holy Spirit, 
we are justified in expecting the harvest. God says: 
“He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing pre- 
cious seed, shall doubtless come again with re- 
joicing, bringing his sheaves with him,” and “let 
us not be weary in well-doing; for in due season 
we shall reap, if we faint not.” — 


How much of the turning of wheels, the expen- 
diture of time and money and strength and talent, 
in the Churches of America, produces no harvest 
at all. To what avail are all our meetings and or- 
ganizations and programs, if there is no ingather- 
ing? Why should we teach or preach or train or 
evangelize, if not for the harvest? As we enter this 
New Year, 1948, let us pray for a revival and 
work for a harvest.-To that end we must sow the 
“seed of the Word” faithfully. “Let no false doc- 
trine be taught,” is the New Testament warning. 
Surely we cannot sow tares and expect to reap 
good grain. Then when the seed begins to grow, as 
co-workers with God we must nurture the new life, 
assist it, shelter it, and cultivate it. Some plants 
will need more nurture than others, and some will 
bring forth 100-fold, while others only 30-fold. But 
His Word will not return unto Him void: Then 
some day comes the final harvest. 


“Even so, Lord, quickly come 

To Thy final harvest-home; 

Gather Thou Thy people in, 

Free from sorrow, free from sin; 
There, forever purified, 

In Thy presence to abide; 

Come, with all Thine angels, come, 
Raise the glorious harvest-home.”’ 


The Church Herald, 
A Christian Weekly, 
Serving the Reformed 
Church in America. 


Union The Wrong Way 


Mer bewail the divisions of the Church of 
Christ, and propose that we shall stop thinking, so 
that we may no longer think differently. This. is 
the true account to give of many of the phases of 
the modern movement for “Church Union.” Men 
are tired of thinking. They are tired of defending 
the truth. Let us all stop thinking, stop believing, 
they cry, and what a happy family we shall be! 


—B. B. Warfield. 
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The Book Of Zechariah 


By Rev. Edward J. Young, Ph.D. : 


This is the twenty-fourth in the series of articles in Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


During the second year of Darius, both Haggai 
and Zechariah exercised their ministries, Zechariah 
began to prophesy in the eighth month of the 
year (520 B.C., c. October-November), when 
Haggai had already uttered two messages, one in 
the sixth and one in the seventh month of that 
year. The prophet is said to be the son of Bere- 
chiah and the grandson of Iddo. It may be, there- 
fore, that Zechariah was a priest. In Nehemiah 
12:4 we learn that Iddo was one of the priests who 
left Babylon and went to Jerusalem with Zerub- 
babel, and in 12:16 we learn that Zechariah was a 
descendant of Iddo. If, therefore, Nehemiah is 
speaking about the same Zechariah as the one in 
whom we are now interested, it follows that he 
was a priest. Indeed, the Zechariah of the prophecy 
shows himself to be familiar with priestly functions 
(cf. Chapters 3 and 4). In all probability he was a 
priest, and Nehemiah is speaking of him and his 
grandfather Iddo. 


We may regard Zechariah, ‘then, as having been 


born in Babylonia. As a youth he may well have 
known the great Daniel. With Haggai he came to 
Palestine, and now, in the eighth month of the 
year 520 the word of the Lord first came to him, 
and he began to exercise prophetic functions. 


The Book Of Zechariah 


We may analyze the prophecy of Zechariah as 
follows: 


Introduction 1:1-6. The brief Introduction was 
delivered during the eighth month. It serves to in- 
troduce the theme of the entire book, The Lord 
has been displeased with the people because of 
their evil ways. Then the prophet strikes the key- 
note of his entire message, It is found in the 
words: “Turn ye unto me, saith the Lord of hosts, 
turn unto you, saith the Lord of hosts.”’ 


I. Eight visions of symbolic value. 1:7 - 6:8. 
These are all visions of the night and were re- 
vealed unto the prophet in the eleventh month on 
the twenty-fourth day of the month, i.e., three 
months after the Introduction had been received 
and exactly two months after the last two mes- 
sages of Haggai had been delivered. 


a. 1:7-17. The rider on the red horse. This vision 
serves as an introduction to the seven which fol- 
low. The Rider on the red horse is the Angel of 
the Lord-Christ—and He is among the myrtle 
bushes (the people Israel) which were in the bot- 
tom (i.e., in the deep, amidst the nations of the 
world). Messengers have gone to and fro through- 
out the world, thus watching over God’s people, 
but there seems to be no sign of relief. Yet God is 
zealous for His people (Verse 14) and He assures 
Zechariah that His house will be built and that His 
mercies will come to His people. “My cities 
through prosperity shall yet be spread abroad; and 


the Lord shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet 
choose Jerusalem.” (Zechariah 1:17). ae 


b. 1:18-21. The vision of the four horns and the 
four smiths. These horns represent the nations 
which have scattered the nation of Judah. For 
them there is a destruction appointed. The four 
smiths will fray them. The reader should notice 


that there are four horns, and should compare 


these with the four world-empires of the Book of 
Daniel. | 


-_¢@. 2:1-18. The man with a measuring rod. This 
vision contains a message of hope, and is an ex- 
pansion of the first vision. Jerusalem will indeed 
be measured, but not as other cities are. She will 
not be surrounded by walls, but rather the Lord 
Himself will be “unto her a wall of fire round 
about, and will be the glory in the midst of her.” 
(Zechariah 2:4). The Lord will take up His dwell- 
ing in the midst of the city and she shall be abun- 
dantly blessed. 3 


d. 3:1-10, The vision of Joshua the High Priest. 
Although the priest is clothed with filthy garments, 
nevertheless he is as a brand: plucked from the 
burning. It is by God’s grace that the priesthood is 
plucked from the fire and cleansed and purified, so 
that, if there is repentance, it may continue. The 
priests are but types of the Branch, the Messiah. 


e. 4:1-14. The golden candlesticks and the two 


olive trees. The lamp of light need not go out. The 


work of rebuilding the temple is to be finished. But 
the work of God is to be done, not by might, nor 
by power, “but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of 
Hosts.”’ (Zechariah 4:6). 


_f. 5:1-4, The vision of the flying roll. The vision 
signifies that God has pronounced curses upon 
sinners. 


g. 5:5-11. The sinful woman in the ephah mea- 


sure, The vision signifies that wickedness, repre- 
sented in the ephah, is removed from the land, 


_h. 6:1-8. The four chariots. These four chariots, 

signifying the four winds of heaven, are the in- 
struments of God for carrying out punishment 
against the enemies of God’s people. Indeed the 
purpose of this vision seems to be to show that the 
entire plan of God, as set forth in the preceding 
visions, will be carried out. E 


_ if. A Symbolic Action. 6:9-15. The high priest 
is crowned. A Messianic prophecy. 


III. An historical section. 7:1 - 8:23. In the 


fourth year of Darius a delegation was sent to the 
temple priests to enquire whether or no the fasts 
should still be kept as in past time. To this ques 
tion, under the inspiration of the Spirit of God, 
the prophet returns four answers. 


_a. 7:4-7. Fasts are for the benefit of the faster 
himself, What the Lord requires is obedience, 
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b. 7:8-14. The exile should be regarded as a 
unishment brought upon the people because of 
their sinfulness. The Lord requires that His peo- 
ple execute justice and truth. 


ce, 8:1-17. The Lord is zealous for Zion and will 
secure its restoration. 


d. 8:18-23. The fasts shall be turned into days > 
of joy and gladness, and Jerusalem will be exalted. 


IV. A series of burdens and prophecies. 
9:1 - 14:21. (a) Prophecies against the Gentiles 


! and the future of Judah. 9:1 - 11:17. 


1. 9:1-7. The judgment of the Lord against the 
neighboring nations, Hadrach, Hamath, etc. 


2. The Messianic King and His Kingdom. 
9:8 - 10:1. (a) The Lord will protect His people. 
9:3. (b) The coming of the Messianic King. 
9:9-10. (c) The Messianic King a Conqueror. 
9:11-16. (d) The blessings of the Messiah’s reign. 
9:17 - 10:1. 


3. Restoration and blessing under the reign of 
the Messiah. 10:2 - 11:3. (b) The two staves. 11: 
4-17. (c) The glory of the people of God and of 
Jersusalem. 12:1 - 14:21. 


1, The citizens of Jerusalem are strong in the 
Lord. 12:1-8. 


2. Jerusalem is prepared with spiritual blessing. 
12:9 - 15:6. 


8. Jerusalem is prepared by a chastisement 
which purifies. 13:7 - 14:5. : 


4. The final triumph. 14:5b-21. 


With the aid of the above outline, the reader 
will be able to make his way through the book. It 
must be confessed that the prophecy is difficult, 
and in places somewhat obscure. This is due to 
several considerations. In the first place, the text 
at points is quite difficult. Secondly, there is in 
the Book of Zechariah so much of symbolism, of 
eschatological and apocalyptical material, that it is 
sometimes difficult to know exactly what the pro- 
phet means. 


Despite these difficulties, the diligent student— 
and diligence and hard work are necessary if we 
are to understand this prophecy—will be able to 


- follow the central thought of the prophet. The 


message, despite its clothing in symbolism, is an 
eminently practical one, It reveals the fact that 
the Holy God is jealous of His people and is de- 
termined to carry out His plans, He will punish 
those nations which oppose His people, and He will 
surely send His promised Messiah. But at the same 
time, He will also punish His own people if they 
sin. He pleads with them for a return unto right- 
eousness, and He ever holds before them the fact 
that their hope and their salvation lie in the One 
who is to come. , 


The Authorship Of Zechariah 


It is to be expected that a prophecy of the na- 
ture of Zechariah will become the object of attack 
of those who are not zealous to guard the unity of 
the Biblical books. As far as the first eight chap- 
ters of the book are concerned, there is practically 
unanimity of opinion that they are indeed the 


work of Zechariah himself. With regard to Chap- 
ters 9-14, however, the situation is quite different. 
In 1653, just one hundred years before Astruc pub- 
lished his work on Genesis, Joseph Mede, of Cam- 
bridge, in order to explain the quotation of Zech- 
ariah 11:12,13 in Matthew 27:9,10, stated that 
Chapters 9-11 were not the work of Zechariah, but 
of Jeremiah himself. In 1785 Archbishop New- 
come, of Ireland, argued that Chapters 9-11 were 
written before the downfall of Samaria (i.e., be- 
fore 722 B.C.) whereas Chapters 12-14 were 
written sometime between the death of Josiah and 
the downfall of Jerusalem. In 1792 Corrodi as- 
serted that these chapters, instead of being pre- 
exilic, were as a matter of fact, post-exilic. From 
that time on criticism has continued as one after 
another theory has attempted to capture the field. 


It may perhaps with justification be said that 
today critical opinion is somewhat varied. The view 
has been held that Chapters 9-14 were really com- 
posed before the exile, indeed they may even have 
been the work of Jeremiah. On the other hand, it 
has been asserted that these chapters are post- 
exilic, and should probably be placed in the Third 
or even the Second Century B.C. Then there are 
those who would make a division. They would as- 
sign 9-11 to a pre-exilic period, attributing it either 
to one or several authors, and 12-14 to a post- 
exilic period, attributing it also to one or more 
authors. The present writer believes that the second 
—s above is probably as widely held as any 
today. | 


Is it necessary, however, to deny these chapters 
to Zechariah, himself? The present writer believes 
not. For one thing it should be noted that those 
who reject the traditional view of the Biblical 
books cannot seem to agree to any very great ex- 
tent among themselves upon an alternate hy- 
pothesis. The view that these chapters come from 
the Third Century B.C. is not particularly con- 
vincing. It should be noted that the historical back- 
ground of the book is post-exilic, but it is cer- 
tainly not that of the Third Century B.C. Further- 
more, there is a unity found in some of the ex- 
pues which are employed throughout the book. 

‘or example, the phrases, “the Lord of hosts,” and 
“the eyes of the rd,’”’ occur throughout the pro- 
phecy. Also, we cannot lightly disregard the fact 
that tradition, both Jewish and Christian, have 
been at one in ascribing this book to Zechariah 
himself. There is no real reason why Zechariah 
might not have composed all these prophecies. 


If Chapters 9-14 are not from Zechariah, then it 
follows that they are anonymous. But one char- 
acteristic of the prophetical books is that they are 
not anonymous. How then explain this “anony- 
mous” prophecy? There may be some difficulties in 
ascribing these words to Zechariah—the present 
writer does not think that they are particularly 
great difficulties—but surely an alternate theory 
pos composition presents far more serious diffi- 
culties. 


In the prophecy of Zechariah we have a message 
that is needed today, We need to hear the pro- 
phet’s emphasis upon sin and evil and upon the 
importance of repentance. We need also to be told 


that the Lord desires holiness and truth upon the 


part of those that are His, And we need ever again 
to be pointed to that Smitten Shepherd, Whose 
death alone has made it possible for God in love 
to turn His hand upon the little ones of His flock. 
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The Places Of Hidden Strength 


By Rev. Cary N. Weisiger, Jr. 
Augusta, Ga. 


The Secret Of 
Missionary Fervor 


Dr. A. J. Gordon in a book, “The Holy Spirit in 
Missions” published more than fifty years ago, 
remarks that a burning zeal to win men to the 
Savior is to be found among those who cultivate 
“the inward life and the upward look.” 


Sometimes a secularized church and an evil 
generation have opposed those who yearned for a 
larger movement in missions. Pietism, Mysticism, 
Puritanism and Methodism have often been terms 
of derision. Yet from these have issued those re- 
freshing streams in witness that have had Pente- 
costal power and passion. 


In the first and second chapters of the Book of 
Acts we find the following links in the chain of 
evangelistic success: 


1. A Promise: “the promise of the Father,’”’ which 
was the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 


2. A People: those who continued with one ac- 
cord in the upper room. 


3. Prayer: this band of first Christians waited 
upon the Lord. 


4. Possession of the Holy Spirit: “They were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with 
other tongues.”’ 


5. Power in evangelism: 3,000 were converted to 
Christ and what is especially important, they con- 
tinued steadfastly in the apostolic fellowship. 


Now why do Christians today who are longing 
for the Program of Progress and similar efforts to 
be successful feel a lack of that primitive fervor 
and success? 


Can the trouble be with God? Has He changed? 
Have His promises and pledges been altered? A 
wonderful passage in II Corinthians answers these 
questions and shows that Father, Son and Holy 


Spirit are blessedly One today and unchanged in 


the divine purpose. 


“But as God is true, our word toward you was 
not yea and nay. For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, 
who was preached among you by us, even by me 
and Silvanus and Timothy, was not yea and nay, 
but in him was yea, For all the promises of God 
in him are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory 
of God by us. Now he which stablisheth us with 
you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; who 
hath also healed us, and given the ernest of the 
Spirit in our hearts’ (II Cor. 1:18-22). 3 


It follows that we ourselves must be the weak 
link in the chain. In what way do we differ from 
the early Christians? The answer is, they were a 
chastened, brok€n people. They had lived with 
Christ, had been disciplined by Him, had gone 
through the heartbreak of the crucifixion to the 
point of self-despair, and by the time of Pentecost 
they were so emptied of self that God could trust 
them with His power. 


When ministers and congregations become 4 
chastened, broken people, forgetful of applause. 
honors, reputation, promotion and vainglory, God 
will pour out the same power with the same blessed 
results. What is wanted in the Christian Church 
today is people who by Christ’s grace trample on 
sin, carry manfully their cross and thus are in a 
condition to be trusted with large power. 

—C. N. W., III. 


PRIVATE PRAYER 


“Private prayer is an engine of greater power 
than all human means put together. The greatest 
of earthly monarchs, neglecting prayer, has not 
that power to glorify God, benefit men, and secure 
his own happiness, which the humble and praying 
Christian has. The prayer of a poor, destitute and 
afflicted Christian, in the name of Christ, may turn 
the hearts of kings and princes, save his country, 
raise up pious ministers, secure a blessing to their 
labours, send the Gospel to the heathen, and ad- 
vance the Kingdom of Christ in the world. Prayer 
has an advantage above alms and every other good 
work which can only benefit a few, while faithful 
prayer can help all. It is also a resource of which 
man cannot deprive you; he may despoil, blind, 
and maim, imprison, or otherwise injure you; but 
he cannot keep you from prayer. Observe the 
power of prayer in the example of Elijah: ‘He was 
a man subject to like passions as we are, and he 
prayed earnestly that it might not rain, and it 
rained not on the earth by the space of three years 
and six months. And he prayed again, and the 
heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her 
frat.” —Bickersteth. 


DEATH ENDS ALL 


Dr. Walter L. Wilson relates this experience: | 
was talking to an atheist one day, and he remarked: 
“I do not believe, Wilson, what you are preach- 
ing.” “You have told me what you do not believe,” 
I replied, “perhaps you will tell me what you do 
believe.” He answered: “I believe that death ends 
all.” “So do I,” I agreed, “shake on it.” 
he exclaimed, “‘you believe that death ends all?” 
“TI certainly do,” I answered, whereupon he said: 
“You are a strange Christian.” I agreed again: “I 
am sure of that; there is none other like me in the 
world. As a Christian I assert the belief that death 
ends all.”” He said he had never heard such a thing, 
and a added: “It is time you heard something 
new. 


Then I explained my statement: “Death ends 
all your chance of doing evil; death ends all your 
joy; death ends all your projects, all your ambi- 
tions, all your friendships; death ends all the gos 
pel that you will ever hear; death ends it all for 
you, and you go out into utter darkness. Death 
ends all my wanderings, all my tears, all my per- 
plexities, all my disappointments, all my aches and 
pains; death ends it all, and I go to be with my 
Lord in glory.” He said: “I never thought of that.’ 
I led that man to Christ just by agreeing with him 
that death ends all. —The Alliance Weekly. 
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creasingly, an 
careful study of the situation, and unanimously 
adopted a plan, which, in its financial implications, 
‘has been incorporated into the Program of. Pro- 
gress, It contains some 350 items ranging from 
small but necessary articles of equinment of the 
value of $25.00 to the construction of a Bible 
School costing approximately, $100,000.00. 


feb. 2, 1948 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 9 


Africa’s Stake In The 
Program Of Progress 


By Rev. John Morrison * 


The Congo is in the throes of a revolution,. a 


revolution in thought and in its manner of life. 
The war years brought new contacts with the out- 
side world, introduced new devices of this civilized 
age, and by sending off tens of thousands of native 
‘troops beyond their own borders, changed their 
conception of what life could become. The process 
of civilization had been expedited, but will this 
civilization be Christian? It can easily become 
otherwise, for there are contending forces that are 
powerful: materialism, syndicalism, a new heathen- 
ism, a lessening of moral standards. 


A Plan 


Missionary work is feeling this challenge in- 
d so our African Mission made a 


Wider Evangelistic Work 


The dominant note is for a wider evangelistic 
effort. In a population of some two. million, there 


are only 120,000 who are Christian or are under 
Christian instruction. With our present missionary 


staff, we find it possible to reach only the popula- 


tions surrounding our mission stations and under- 
take scattered visits to the outlyin districts. There 
are hundreds of thousands outside of the Church 


and its influence, and tens of thousands of young 


Christians who need constant shenherding and 


supervision. Our plans include the establishment 


of a number of small evangelistic stations to get 
hold of the teeming populations in strategic points 
of our missionary responsibility, but who, because 
of their distance from the main stations, recelve 


but scant attention, fortunate if they get a visit 
once a year from a missionary. To take Luebo 


Station, for example, with 400 out-stations to su- 
Pervise, where there is only a native evangelist to 


tarry on the evangelistic and educational work, the 
establishment of two or three evangelistic stations 
with two missionary couples resident there would 
reach countless natives who know nothing of Christ 
and His love, and whose life is totally heathen. 


Medical Work 


_ Then we feel the deep need of a medical school 
Where native medical assistants could be trained 
4nd which would include a laboratory for the 
study of the many tropical diseases that afflict the 


native population. At present, the five missionary 
doctors and dozen nurses find their time fully oc- 
cupied with ministering to the thousands that 
surround our stations, with running a leper camp 
of several hundred, and looking after the health of 
missionaries, although efforts have been constantly 
made to train a number of Congo young men for 
medical help. With tropical diseases afflicting large 
numbers of the native population, with the death 
rate amongs; children so high, a central school of 
medicine becomes an imperative, for we can only 
meet our obligations to help the native in his 
physical distress through the training of large 
numbers of young men and women from our 
native Christian constituency. In that area of two 
million souls, it is true that there are a handful of 
Government doctors and those working for mining 
and cotton companies who to a small extent sup- 
plement the work of our meager staff, but the vast 
amount of detail and minor medical help can be 
carried out only by natives trained for the purpose. 


Our medical work has been carried on with a 
minimum of equipment, and many a doctor has 
been glad to accept the cast-away instruments of 
some doctor at home. With so many cases that 
require examination by X-ray, our hope is that 
such a plant may be secured for each hospital at 
minimum cost. Sterilizers, operating tables and 
other articles of equipment for this work have 
long been needed. 


A More Abundant Life 


One cannot live long in Congo without feeling 
the deepest sympathy for the native in the miser- 
able living conditions under which he exists. A 
tiny hut of mud, straw or leaves, (little protection, 
as a rule, from the heavy tropical storms) with a 
simple reed mat for a bed, and a diet reduced 
to the simplest terms, are conducive to the many 
ills and diseases that abound. We know that we 
can remedy this condition by the establishment of 
two schools, an industrial and an agricultural. 
Elementary courses for these subjects have already 
been started in our schools, but these are poor in 
quality because of lack of equipment and suitable 
accommodation. 


An industrial school would permit the teaching 
of carpentry, the making of simple articles of 
furniture, such as beds, tables and chairs, doors and 
windowframes, thus enabling the native to live a 
more hygienic life. This school would also teach 
the art of brickmaking and building, the native 
learning to make sundried brick of clay, which, 
glazed by application of the residue of palm-oil, 
would furnish material for the construction of © 
better houses. There are other branches of industry 
that could be taught in this school, which would 
enable the boy to earn a living, thus paving the 
— for a self-supporting indigenous Church in 

ongo. 


Doctors have constantly remarked on the ex- 
tremely low hemoglobin or blood coloring of the 
Congo native, thus making him an easy victim to 
disease, An agricultural school would enable him 
to improve his methods of cultivation, teach him 
new crops, their rotation, terracing and other helps 
of which he is now totally ignorant. His present 
errors would be revealed by practical experimenta- 
tion, and the ultimate goal would be the introduc- 
tion into his diet of nutritive elements that would 
be beneficial to the whole population. | 


In case someone may question the propriety of 
our entering such fields of education, let me state 
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that there are ne Government schools in our whole 
area, as practically all education in the Congo is 
in the hands of the Protestant and Roman Catholic 
Missions, and the native looks to us for any help 
he receives. 


The Bible School 


There are two other schools planned, the Bible 
School, and the Normal School, The first is an 
institution from which all of our native evangelists 
are graduated, with a few exceptions, and which 
wil] ultimately develop into a seminary for our 
Congo Church of Christ. Since 1917 it has lived 
in quarters and under condivions that have de- 
manded more in sacrifice from aspiring ev?~~elists 
than we should ask, and the wonder is that so 
manv have responded to the call. With a revolu- 
tionary process taking place in native life, it. is 


imperative that we make an appeal to the finest 


elements in Congo to dedicate their lives to Christ. 
We must hold the youth who excel in our schools, 
yet to whom the lure of materialism is strong 
indeed. Our present cramped and insanitary quart- 
ers must be replaced by a school that will be 
worthy of representing our chief purpose, the 
building up of a fine native Church. The next ten 
years may be decisive for our whole Mission work, 
and this is the foundation on which it will be built. 


The Normal School 


Without schools, we would have no evangelists, 
no medical help, no teachers, no trained workers 
of any kind, and to have schools we must have 
teachers. We have stumbled along during the years, 
with missionaries giving theipy odd moments to 
sporadic normal training, but the time has come 
when this question must be dealt with seriously, 
and in a practical and systematic way. The Govern- 
ment has laid down a program of education, one 
which has been based on the experience and sug- 
gestions of missionaries, which plan in the opinion 
of missionaries engaged in educational work is 
excellent. Normal schools and better courses of 
instruction are necessary if we would measure up 
to this program, and in its long-range view it will 
aid in the building-up of an indigenous church by 
creatin~ better education and better-trained lay 
workers as officers of the church. 


Water Supply 


There are many other items of equipment in 
our Program of Progress plan. On most of our 
stations the water, for all uses, is carried from the 
bottom of a steep hill (generally, in most un- 
hygienic surroundings), up to the station, on the 
shoulders of a native workman. It has to be boiled 
and filtered. Apart from the insanitary aspect of 
the matter, the natives are becoming increasingly 
reluctant to engage in this arduous form of labor, 
and urgent steps must be taken to insure some 
other means of water supply. The question has 
been studied, and fortunately we find that there 
are accessible streams close to each station that 
are adequate for the installation of a very simple 
hydro-electric plant. This would help to solve this 
question once for all, and would also mean a con- 
siderable saving on our current expense bill. 


How Would You Live Itinerating? 


Evangelistic itineration in the outlying villages 
is of primary importance, yet under present con- 
ditions it is exacting and unsatisfactory. Food, 
cooking utensils, camp cots, bedding, clothes, lamps, 
school supplies, etc., have to be carried on each 
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trip, and unloaded and reloaded at every halting 
place, This means a terrible waste of time, for 
visits are of short duration, as there are so Many 
places to be visited and so few missionaries to do i 
Then the lodging place is generally a native hut 
where large roaches in abundance live in the many 
cracks in the walls, rats scurry round at night, and 
ticks, mosquitoes and other insects, germ-carrying 
insects, are a menace to health, 


_ Experiments have been made with home-made 
house trailers, and the acquisition of a number of 
these would not only facilitate this important work 
but would do much to avoid the risks of disease to 
which missionaries are exposed. _ 


Other Equipment | 


Where all constructions have to be carried out 
by the missionaries themselves, from the sawing of 


lumber and the making of brick to the erection of j 


the building itself, brickpresses, portable sawnilk 
and other articles of industrial equipment ar 


needed. The Mission still lacks numbers of per. 
manent residences for the missionaries, classrooms § 
for the schools, wards for the hospitals for maten. 
ity, surgical and clinical cases, automobiles fof 
doctors, evangelists and others, and equipment for} 
every branch of missionary work in which we ar§ 
engaged. During our 56 years of work in th® 
Belgian Congo, our equipment has been primitive — 
and inadequate in almost all of our denvartments § 
and we are confident that God has called or— 
Church to this special effort in a challenging ani — 


opportune time. 


*Missionary to Africa. 


We Have Tried Tithing! 
By Marc. C. Weersing 


Central Presbyterian Church 
Jackson, Miss. 


One of the twin causes for substantial Christian § 
growth in a Church, and in an individual, is ag 
effective practice of evangelism. The other is 
working plan of stewardship. Our Program of Pr-§ 
gress would be a “Natural’”’ instead of a “Special’ 


if these twins were normal and healthy. They are 


easily rendered abnormal by malnutrition and hy ¥ 


lack of developing exercises. 


Out of that general background, thirty-eight # 


(38) officers in our Church unanimously accepte 


the recommendation of our deacons that “the offi § 
cers of this Church participate in, and lead we 
church family in, a ten-week period of tithing’ — 
These _ men prayerfully dedicated themselves 
that, The plan was presented to the congregatio § 
in a Sunday Morning Worship Service and Sermo § 


In our Tithe Fund was included our Program 


Progress Quota for Home Missions and Fore 
Missions for one year. All offerings over and above — 
_it was agreed, would be used for a Building Ful — 
If you have seen our Church’s physical properties & 


you know we need expanded facilities. 


A series of three letters, one per week, befor | 


the season began, explained the plan to the pe 
ple. They received Special Envelopes (10) » 
which to place their offering. The tithe offer 
represented the difference between the tithe ° 
their income, and what they now gave throug! 
regular envelopes. We did not ask anyone to 5¥ 
pledge cards. Our people need to be led to see tl! 
value of tithing, not signed into doing it. It 8! 
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matter which they and God must work out in pri- 


vate. During the ten-week period, we sent out two 


letters in the way of a reminder. 


The tithing season results have encouraged us. 
They are not exceptional. They leave much room 
for growth. We have not nearly arrived. In this 
ten-week period, we have received approximately 
$6,500.00 over and above our regular offerings 
which would be approximately that same amount. 
Our offerings, therefore, doubled during that pe- 
riod of ten weeks. 


We humbly recognize that this does not really 
represent all that the Program of Progress Com- 
mittee has in mind, but we feel that we’ve at least 
gotten a start. We honestly tried tithing for ten 


weeks. | 


Tithing For Program Of 
Progress Goals 


An experience in tithing is being offered to 
many congregations early this year as Program of 
Progressive financial goals and quotas are being 
accepted by church sessions and handed down {0 the 
members. 


Some years ago the Church promoted the 
“Belmont Plan,” which was termed, “not so much 
a plan as it is an experience.” Just so, the current 
trend to persuade people to tithe their incomes for 
the remainder of this Church year—three months 
to April 1. 3 


Some one asked, recently, if there was anyway 
to trace the actual results of the Belmont Plan. 
The answer was, “Many of the tithers in the 
Church today started tithing when they voluntarily 
signed the Belmont Covenant Plan pledge cards.” 
That was in 1934. 


Indeed, 686 churches were reported enlisted 
under the Belmont plan in its first year. Even to- 
day churches seek literature on this plan for 
developing stewardship. Some of the literature and 
pledge cards may still be obtained from the As- 
sembly’s Committee on Stewardship, and each year, 
at the time of the Every Member Canvass, letters 
nove! come in to this office asking for the pledge 
cards. 


In brief, the Belmont Covenant Plan is a coven- 
ant between the members of the individual church, 
in which they mutually agree to give a tenth of 
their income for a definite period of time to the 
causes of the Church. The General Assembly ap- 
proved the plan in 1934, and at the 1935 session, 
the Minutes say: “The General Assembly set aside 
a special period for prayer and thanksgiving for 
the expression of our heartfelt gratitude to God for 
the outpouring of His blessing upon us during this 
past year as demonstrated by the greatly increased 
receipts of our Church Agencies, and the increased 
number of churches whose spiritual life has been 
quickened by the practice of tithing.” 


According to the Program of Progress director, 
“Quite a few churches are putting on a tithing plan 
for a period of six to thirteen weeks to raise their 
quotas. Recently a church in Mississippi installed 
this plan. North Avenue Presbyterian Church of 
Atlanta has adopted it. In one church the first Sun- 
day of the tithing plan, the contributions were 
$700 more than usual; the second week, something 
over $900 was received, and the third week, giving 
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by tithing brought in $1,400. In three weeks, there- 
fore, this church more than raised its total financial 
quota for the five-year Program of Progress—and 
it still has many more weeks to go under the 
pledged tithing plan, the proceeds to be used 
toward church expansion in the local program.” 


“One of the amazing results of such a tithing 
plan is that the people are happier in giving than 
ever before, happier in their every church associa- 
tion, happier in their every service of the church,” 
one leader said in a testimonial used in the Belmont 
Plan literature. 


So enthusiastic was the 1935 General Assembly, 
that the following resolution was adopted: “That 
the General Assembly wishes solemnly and deliber- 
ately to inscribe upon our Church banner, in im- 
mediate connection with its ‘Declaration of Mis- 
Ssionary Purpose,’ its deep conviction that, in view 
of the urgency of our world task and God’s gracious 
provision for our spiritual and material needs each 
of our members should express his love for Christ 
and his devotion to the Kingdom of God, by a 
sacred consecration of at least one-tenth of his 
income to the Christian enterprise.’’ 


Financially, it may be said, $8,000,000 would 
not be a real challenge to Southern Presbyterians 
if tithing was the adopted plan of givin for the 
five years of the Program of Progress movement. 
Simple arithmetic will prove it. 


On Restating Christianity 


No one will doubt that Christians of today must 
state their Christian belief in terms of modern 
thought. Every age has a language of its own and 
can speak no other. Mischief comes only when, in- 
stead of stating Christian belief in terms of mod- 
ern thought, an effort is made, rather to state mod- 


ern thought in terms of Christian belief. 


—B. B. Warfield. 


_ Reading The Bible In The Spirit 


The reading of the Scripture as such, without 
more, will never be able to bring one single soul 
from death unto life. The Scripture by itself is as 
dull as a diamond in the dark; and as the diamond 

listens only when entered by a ray of light, the 
ripture has power to charm the eye of the soul 
only when seen in the light of the Holy Spirit. 
Christ lives, and by His Holy Spirit He still works 
upon the heart and in the consciousness of God’s 
elect. —Abraham Kuyper. 


What A Professor Lacked 


I was compelled to say to a University Pro- 
fessor: ‘“‘When you have experienced the “New” 
birth in your own soul in the Son of God, you will 
have no difficulty in believing the Scriptures.” He 
stated that the doctrine of the virgin birth was in- 
vented by the Apostles, but I reminded him that 
until they received the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, 
they would not understand any of His sayings. 
Some miracle must have taken place in their lives 
to make them preach the virgin birth, death and 
resurrection of Christ at the risk of their lives. 


They did not make any money out of it, nor were 


they rewarded with chairs in universities. They 

were treated as the off-scourings of the earth, 

nevertheless they turned the world upside down. 
—Selected 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Feb. 15: The Power 
Of The Holy Spirit 


Scripture: John 14:25-26; Acts 2:1-4; 3:1; 4:31; 
Galatians 5:22-26. Devotional Reading: Ephesians 
6 :10-20. 


It takes the power of the Holy Spirit to enable 
us to live the Christian Life, Our enemies are 
great spiritual enemies: “For we wrestle not 
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness 
of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places.” No man can withstand, much less gain, 
the victory, over these enemies unless he is clothed 
with the whole armor of God—truth, righteousness, 
peace, faith. His sword must be the sword of the 
Spirit—the Word of God. His praying must be “‘in 
the Spirit.” His preaching and _ witness-bearing 
must be through the power of the Spirit. The whole 
armor of God is furnished and put on by the Holy 
Spirit. So our lesson for today is on a most vital 
subject. 


I. The Holy Spirit Promised: John 14:25,26. 
These two verses are among the many in Chapters 
14-16 of John’s Gospel. (Notice other references, 
14:16-18, 15:26, 16:7-11). We learn many won- 
derful things about the Holy Spirit from these 
promises concerning His coming. 


1. He is sent by the Father (26): He is sent by 
the Son (16:7). There is no contradiction, of 
course, in this; what is done by one person of the 
Godhead is done by all. 


2. He is called the ‘Comforter,’ One ‘called 
alongside to help.’’ He helps us, comforts us, in all 
our trials and sorrows. This is the usual idea of 
comfort, and surely no Christian has _ passed 
through a time like this can doubt that this is one 
of the most blessed ministries of the Spirit, But 
there are also many other ways in which He can 
help us. } 


3. Then we are told here that: “He shall teach 
.you al] things.’”’ Our Greatest Teacher is the Spirit, 
Ten minutes with Him is worth ten years with the 
wisest men of earth. Are we relying upon Him as 


we try to preach and teach the Word? Other quali- 


fications help; He is indispensable. 


4. He will “bring all things to your remem- 
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” This is 
a guarantee of the inspiration of the men who 
wrote the New Testament. Ordinary men forget, 
and often forget the most essential matters. Here 
Jesus promises them that the Holy Spirit will bring 
back to them the words which He had spoken. This 
promise is of tremendous importance. (See Ber- 
nard’s Progress of Doctrine, an exceedingly valu- 
able book). 


5. We feel that John 16:7-11 ought to be men- 
tioned here, for in these verses we are told of the 
work of the Holy Spirit in convicting, or con- 
vincing, men of sin, righteousness, and judgment. 
What hope could we preachers have of our words 
effecting the salvation of sinners unless we knew 
that the Spirit accompanies the Word, and con- 
victs and converts men? 


II. The Holy Spirit ‘Poured Out”: Acts 2:1-4. 
Jesus had. commanded His disciples to tarry in 
Jerusalem until they were endued with power from 
on high; until the promised Spirit should come. 
This they did; and after their ten days’ prayer 
meeting, we have the outpouring of the Spirit on 
the day of Pentecost, Cloven tongues like as of 
fire sat upon each of them. They were to be wit- 
nesses, and this witness-bearing was to reach all 
those in Jerusalem. In a most miraculous way they 
were enabled to speak with “other tongues,’ as 
the Spirit gave them utterance, At the tower of 
Babel the tongues of men were confused. The sug- 
gestion has been made that here at Pentecost the 
“confusion” at the tower of Babel is reversed. 
Certainly every man heard them speak in his own 
language the wonderful words of God. 


Then follows the sermon of Peter and its tre 
mendous effect upon his hearers. The Holy Spirit 
had not only endued the apostles with power to 
preach, but He accompanied the word preached, 
so that it bore fruit. The multitude was convicted— 
pricked in their hearts—and cried out: ‘“‘Men and 
brethren, what shall we do?” The Spirit continued 
His mighty work, three thousand were saved, and 
there were added daily such as were being saved. 


We see at Pentecost how greatly the Holy Spirit 
changed things: changed the disciples from weak 
and cowardly men, slow of understanding, into 
fearless and intelligent intepreters of Scripture: 
changed the multitudes from scoffers into penitent 
enquirers. In our preaching today are we relying 
upon the Word of God, and the spirit of God? Are 
we trusting too much in machinery and money? 


III. The Holy Spirit Permeating The Life Of 
Church: Acts 3:1 - 4:31. 


The Aets of the Apostles might well be called 
the Acts of the Holy Spirit, for His Presence and 
Power permeated the whole life of the Early 
Church, guiding and controlling every movement. 


The first manifestation of His power after the 
events of Chapter II is the miracle of healing at 
the beautiful gate of the Temple. This miracle 


was not performed through the power of goodness. 


of the disciples, but through the name of the Holy 
Child Jesus. 


Then Peter preaches another great sermon, the 
Spirit honoring the truth, and the number. of be- 
lievers grows to about five thousand. It also re- 
sulted in opposition and persecution on the part of 
the ruiers. Peter, “filled with the Holy Ghost,” an- 
swers them and proclaims Christ as the only way 
of Salvation: ‘‘Neither is there salvation in any 
other: for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved.” He 
tells them plainly: ““‘We cannot but speak the things 
we have seen and heard.” How different is this 
Peter from the cowardly man who denied his Lord! 


Verse 31 is the climax of the passage: “They 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost and they spake 
the word of God with boldness.”’ This filling cam¢ 
in answer to prayer. Oh, that the Church today 
might pray until such a manifestation of God's 
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power came upon her! Only a Spirit-filled Church 
can reach a demon-possessed world—a world wal- 
lowing in its madness and misery, The modern 


- Chureh cannot say: “Silver and gold have I none.” 


But neither can it say: “Rise up and walk.” 


IV. The Holy Spirit Producing Fruit: Galatians 
5:22-26. We have seen the tremendous power and 
influence of the Spirit in the Church as a whole. 
Let us now look more closely at the individual 
heart and life, and see what the Spirit does for 
each Christian. 


These verses come as a startling contrast to the 
“works of the flesh’? as we see them in the men of 
the world—unregenerate mankind. Verse 22 begins 
with one of the significant ‘‘buts” of the Scripture: 
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love.” Notice the 
revolutionary character of the changes wrought in 
our hearts by the Spirit. These two lists as we have 
them here furnish ample evidence of the work of 
the Spirit. The world as we see it is filled with the 
works of the flesh. Is it any wonder that the world 
is in its present terrible and pitiful condition? 


What is the only hope of such a world? Is it pos- 
sible for men in their natural, unregenerate condi- 
tion to live together in peace and prosperity? 
There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked: 
“The way of the ungodly (wicked) shall perish.” 
Is there any possibility of doing anything for such 
men collectively until each one is changed indi- 
vidually? Yet we are trying to organize, reform 
and regulate a world of unchanged sinners, who 
have nothing to their credit but these “works of 
the flesh.”” The only hope for such a world is the 


| power of the Spirit Who can change these works 


of the flesh into the “fruit of the Spirit.” Masses 
of men filled with all the uncleanness, hatred, 


envy, drunkenness and revellings of Verses 19-21, | 


can never live in peace with each other. It is an 
utter impossibility, | 


Men filled with the “fruit of the Spirit” as we 
see this fruit described in Verses 22-26 can and 
will live as men ought to live. We firmly believe 
that the only way to change the world is to change 
the hearts of men and women of the world, 
through the preaching of the Word and the Power 
of the Holy Spirit. This was the way of the Early 
Church: it must be our way. oe 


Lesson For Feb. 22: The Fellowship 
Of Christian Believers 


Scripture: Acts 2:37-47; Ephesians 4:1-6. Devo- 
tional Reading: Ephesians 4:1-6,11-13. 


_In Ephesians 4:11-13 (Part of Devotional Read- 
ing), we have a contrasted picture of diversity and 
unity. Not even all the leaders in the Church have 
the same work or gifts: “Some, apostles ;and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors 
and teachers.”? We are not to be jealous or envious 


because we do not have the same position in the 


Church, or the same work to do; neither are we to 
despise some brother because he seems to have a 
lower place, and more ordinary work. Remember 
how often Jesus tried to instill this idea into the 
minds of His disciples: “Many that are last shall 
be first, and the first last.” “He that would be 
great among you, let him be your minister” (ser- 
vant). One of the finest and most clearly deserved 
ributes we ever saw was the tribute of a Church 


= = THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL Page 13 


SS" Have you, too, 
— 


forgotten....... 
in your Will? & 


~ 


A prominent woman sat in her attorney’s office dis- 
cussing the writing of her will. Since the attorney 
had known her and her relatives, she asked him if 
she had forgotten anyone who should be remem- 
bered in her will. 


The attorney thought a while and then said: “Yes, 
you shave forgotten Jesus.” She thanked him, and 
made a substantial provision for the work of our 
Presbyterian Church in the United States. 


If you wish to name the Executive Committee of 
Foreign Missions in your will, the following form 
of bequest should be used: 


“I give, devise and bequeath to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of Foreign Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, a corporation organized under the 
laws of the State of Tennessee, with offices 
at Nashville, Tenn., the sum of.................. 
(or the following property, to wit:............ ) 


For full information and assistance in making a 
bequest to Foreign Missions, write to: 


Curry B. Hearn - Treasurer 


Executive Committee Of Foreign Missions 
Presbyterian Church In The U. S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 


Let Your Lawyer Draw Your Will 


Perhaps you have put off this privilege of dis- | 
posing of your property exactly in accordance 
with your wishes. Perhaps your will should be 
re-written to meet changing conditions. In either 
event, consult your attorney. Only a good law- 
yer can give your will the legal attention it 
must have to avoid serious mistakes. 
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in England to her sexton. They put a memorial 
tablet on the wall with words like these: “To the 
memory of - our faithful sexton, who opened 
the doors of this Church for 40 years.”’ 


In the midst of this diversity there is to be unity 
of purpose, of faith, of knowledge, and of aim. 
The purpose was the perfecting of the saints unto 
the work of ministering and unto the building up 
of the body of Christ. With this high and holy pur- 
pose and aim, there was bound to be real Christian 
Fellowship. 


Keeping this introduction before us, let us now 


study the two special selections we have in today’s 
lesson. 


I. Fellowship Following Pentecost: Acts 2:37-47. 
This was a fellowship of truly converted men and 
women: there was no doubt of their being ‘“‘born 
again”: they showed most clearly the marks of 
those who were a “new creation in Christ Jesus.” 


There was deep conviction of sin (pricked in 
their hearts), and the earnest question: ““Men and 
brethren, what shall we do?” In response to Peter’s 
answer, “Repent - and be baptized,” and his ex- 
hortation to save themselves from this untoward 
generation, they gladly received the Word and 
were baptized, and there was added unto them 
about three thousand souls—three thousand genu- 
inely converted people. 


Here is the foundation for Fellowship. We fear 
that many in our Churches today have not come in 
this way, Instead of being added to the Church by 
the Lord, they have been added some other way. 
When we see Churches all split up by envy and 
jealousy; when we see sO many who are cold, in- 
different, and worldly-minded, we are forced to 
this sad conclusion. Christian Fellowship flourishes 
only among “born again” believers. 


The second mark of their genuineness is that 
they “continued steadfastly in the apostle’s doc- 
trine (teaching) and fellowship, and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayers.’’ This and the following 
verses give us a delightful picture of life in the 
early Church. There was unity of teaching and be- 
lief, of keeping the Lord’s Supper, and prayer. 
These vital practices bind Christians together. 


The third mark is their sharing of their posses- 
sions. This is far from the “Communism” which is 
in the world at present. It was a voluntary expres- 
sion of their love for each other. It never became 
the rule, or law, of the Church. It proved un- 
workable, even among Christians, and a different 
method of caring for the poor—voluntary contri- 
butions—was soon adopted. The modern “Com- 
munism” is a poor caricature of this very beau- 
tiful picture we find in Acts. It is selfish, tyran- 
nical and predominantly and positively Anti- 
Christian. It is a counterfeit and a mockery of 
this spontaneous expression of fervent love on the 
part of these believers. 


The fourth thing about this Church is that it 
was “praising God and having favor with all the 
people.” A Church that spends a lot of its time in 
“praising God” is indeed a happy and flourishing 
Church. It soon met opposition and persecution, 
however, in spite of its favor with the masses: the 
rulers turned against it with bitter hatred. 


II. Walking Worthy Of Our Calling: Ephesians 
4:1-6. The calling of a Christian is the highest and 


noblest calling in the world: it is the high calling 


of God in Christ Jesus. There are two ways to walk 
“worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called” 


1. A Lowly And Lovely Character: 1,2, We 
would do well to study carefully and prayerfully 
these traits of Christian Character which make 
Christian Fellowship possible. 


“Lowliness and meekness.” Pride breaks up fel. 
lowship, whether it be pride of race, or position, or 
wealth, or self-righteousness. Let each esteem other 
better than themselves. The marks of pomp and 
pride are all too common. The ground around the 
Cross is level ground: we are all guilty sinners, 
saved by grace, if saved at all: Christ seeks the 
“least, the last, and the lost,” and elevates them 
all to be kings and priests, not just a few favored 
ones: all are saints after they have been saved, 


“Longsuffering, forbearing one another in love,” 
Patience is most necessary, if we are to enjoy real 
fellowship. | 


2. The Unity Of The Spirit In The Bond Of 
Peace: 3:6. Here is the Unity for which Christ 
prayed in His High Priestly prayer. “That they 
may be one, as we are.” We Christians, diverse as 
we may be in our gifts, work, disposition, and posi- 
tions, and names, are one body in Christ. 


‘“‘There is one body.”’ The visible Church may be 
composed of many different organizations: the in- 
visible Church is one body in Christ. All true be 
lievers, of whatever name or denomination, belong 
to that body; all those who are not genuine are 
outside the body, even when members of some or. 
ganization here in this world. We are constrained 
to believe that every denomination, which can be 
rightly called “‘Christian,’”’ even every congregation 
probably, has in it those who are true and those 
who are but pretenders. Only God can be the 
judge here; He alone can see the heart; we can 
only judge from the outward appearance. 


There is “One Spirit.”” If any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of His. The Holy Spirit 
has regenerated every true child of God, and 
dwells within him. 


There is “One Hope.” It is a living hope, an 
anchor of the soul. What is the hope of our call- 
ing? We may call it eternal life, or heaven, or sal- 
vation: it is the hope that binds us together, and 
builds us up. - 


There is “One Lord.” “We have but one Lord 
and Master—the Lord Jesus Christ. Peter said: 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” 
And Jesus replied that He would build His Church 
upon that great declaration of faith. No other 
foundation can be laid than that is laid—Jesus 
Christ. We must build upon Him, or upon sand. 
Paul tells us that “if thou confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus (Jesus as Lord) and believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved.”’ 


There is “One Faith”: faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Faith in Christ is a saving grace whereby— 
we receive and rest upon Him alone as He is offer- 
ed to us in the Gospel. He is offered as Prophet, 
Priest, King. We are saved by grace through faith, 
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God. 


There is “One Baptism.”’ Water is used as a sym- 
bol of the real baptism—baptism of the Holy 


a. _ | 
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Spirit. Christ baptizes with the Holy Ghost, and 
with fire. Water is but a type of the inner cleans- 
ing of the soul, and its separation—buried in bap- 
tism—from sin unto God. 


There is “One God And Father Of All.” Here is 
the climax of our unity as believers. He is above 
all, and through all, and in you all. As Paul says: 
“In Him we live and move, and have our being.” 
The Holy Trinity binds us together in one great 
brotherhood, or family. We are children of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus, having been born 
again through the power of the Holy Spirit. The 
one thing that makes unity of fellowship is this 
fact: we are all members of the household of faith, 
being children of God by faith. As many as re- 
ceived Him, to them gave He the power (right) to 
become sons of God, even to those who believe— 
and are born of the Spirit. We can look up and say: 
“Abba, Father.” 


We believe in the Communion of the Saints. 
This fellowship must be based on Spiritual one- 


ness—the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. | 


Lesson For Feb. 29: The World 
‘Mission Of The Church 


Scripture: Acts 16:9-10; Romans 10:8-15; Ep- 
ei 3:8-12. Devotional Reading: Romans 10: 
8-15, 


The World Mission of the Church has for its 
authoritative basis the great command of the 
Head in Matthew 28:19,20; Mark 16:15; Luke 24: 
46,47; Acts 1:8. In the Old Testament the outlook 
is also world-wide, even from the time of Abra- 
sce a thee shall all the nations of the earth be 

essed.” 


We would like to gather our lesson material 
around three words, for convenience: (1) Mace- 
donia. (2) Whosoever. (3) All. 


I. Macedonia: Acts 16:9-10. “Come over into 
Macedonia.” Paul had been preaching in Asia 
Minor and tried to go on up into Asia proper, into 
Bithynia. “But the Spirit suffered them not.” He 
came down to Troas and there had the vision of 
the “Man of Macedonia,’ who prayed him saying: 
“Come over into Macedonia and help us.” 


In this God-guided manner we see the Gospel 
coming over to Greece and then on into Europe. 
The Gospel did spread into North Africa, and into 
parts of Asia. (Tradition tells of certain apostles 
reaching there). But its main stronghold has been 

urope, England, America, Australia, It is from 
these countries that most of the missionaries have 
gone into the uttermost parts of the world. In 
fact, England, Scotland and America have become 
the centers for missionary work. 


The Church in Italy soon “bogged down,” as 
far as missionary activity was concerned, and con- 
tented itself with building great cathedrals and 
arguing over minute and unimportant theological 
questions, and political alignments which kept Eu- 
rope in a state of turmoil and confusion. The 
“Dark Ages” came with only a small flickering 
light here and there to relieve the gloomy darkness, 
Then came the Great Awakening under. the Re- 
formers—Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, Knox, and many 
associates. It took time for the missionary zeal of 
the Church to be fired. The Reformers were so 


busy getting the fundamental doctrines of the 


Church put back where they belonged, that Mis- 
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THERE IS A REASON why 
Egermeierd IS THE FAVORITE 


USED 
EXTENSIVELY 
BY TEACHERS 


@ Endorsed by In language clear and 
leaders of all plain for the child, with 
denominations charm and dignity for 
the adult, Egermeier’s 
Bible Story Book provides many hours 
of delight and profit. For the story hour, 
the classroom, for aid to better under- 
standing of the Scriptures, use Eger- 
meier’s. The new revised edition contains 
234 entertaining and educational stories, 
over 200 full-page pictures, 32 in colors, 
animated maps, self-pronouncing text, a 
Sallman painting on the cover, beautiful- 
ly colored jacket. 642 pages of Bible 
treasure. Priced at only $2.95 
Write for free circular of other Eger- 
meier’s books for children. 


| Order from Your Religious Supply Dealer 


sions were neglected. This was the preparation, 
however, for the Spiritual revivals under the Wes- 
leys, Whitefield, and others. It was necessary and 
natural that the Church be revived before it would 
take very much interest of Missions. The period of 
great missionary interest came with its beginning 
in the “‘Haystack Conference” and spreading until 
the whole Church was stirred. 


God, in His infinite wisdom, guided Paul into 
Greece, and He has been leading His Church ever 
since, sending the needed revivals and awakenings. 
We are in a period now when we would do well to 
pray: “Wilt Thou not revive us again?” God has 
awakened His cold and indifferent people many 
times, causing the valley of dry bones to come to 
life. We should earnestly pray that He will “do it 
again.” 

II. Whosoever: Romans 10:8-12. ‘“‘Whosoever 


believeth shall call.”” This great passage shows us 
very clearly that: “Salvation is open to all men.” 
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1. “The word is nigh thee.’”’ If Paul could say 
that in his day, how much more can we say it! 
We are living in a day of great Bible knowledge, 
or at least, of Bible translation and distribution. 
It is certainly near most of us. We have our Bibles 
and Churches and preachers, and the radio is pro- 
claiming the Gospel Message as never before. 


2. The message is plain: it is the word of faith. 
Not salvation by works or character, which would 
be impossible of attainment, but salvation by 
grace through faith, which makes salvation pos- 
sible for us all. 


3. The conditions are simple: ‘‘Confess.” ‘“Be- 
lieve.”” Confess Him as Lord, and believe that God 
hath raised Him from the dead. How do those who 
doubt the resurrection claim to be Christians? 
The heart and the mouth: the heart believing, the 
mouth confessing. 


4. The way is open: ‘Whosoever believeth,” 
“‘whosoever shal] eall.’”’ No difference: all racial 
barriers have been broken down: the Jew and the 
Greek, the whole race of mankind are invited to 
come. God is rich: all who call shall be saved. We 
have our authority to go to all people everywhere, 
oe every race and nation, preaching the Good 

ews. 


No difference in their deep need, for all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God. The 
white man, the black man, the yellow, or red, or 
brown man, all are lost and ruined sinners, 


No difference in the way we are saved, for all 
are saved by the grace of God. Our superior cul- 
ture, education or civilization makes no differ- 
ence. 


No difference in the rich promises of God. All 
are invited to the same feast. They shall come 
from the East, West, North and South and sit 
down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. All have 
the same bountiful supply of the riches of God. 


No difference in their value, in the eyes of Him 
Who redeemed them by His own precious blood. 
How much, then, is a man better than a sheep, 
even a poor broken and foul outcast! 


III. All: ‘All men see.”’ Ephesians 3:8-10. Here 
is another of those words which describe the Big- 
ness of Salvation. See what? 


1. The Unsearchable Riches Of Christ. Dr. Bore- 
ham has a fine discussion of this word in one of 
his essays. He says that it is a hard word to trans- 
late. It is variously rendered: ‘‘Unfathomable,”’ 
“Unexplorable,” ‘Inexhaustible.” 


If all men could see this great fact, our Churches 
would be crowded with those who would be ask- 
ing: ‘““‘What must I do to be saved?” The god of 
this world has blinded the minds of those who be- 


lieve not, so that they cannot see this glorious. 
truth. To a bankrupt, poverty-stricken world we 


are offering all the riches of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and men are too blind to see, All things 
are ours, and we are Christ’s and Christ is God. 
Our inheritance is incorruptible, undefiled, un- 
fading, reserved in heaven for us. The people of 
earth are turning their backs on all this wealth, 
and wasting time, effort and energy on the perish- 
able baubles which are so much “Fool’s Gold.”’ 
The scene in ‘Pilgrims’ Progress’? of the man 
with the muckrake is true to life. Many a man is 
refusing a crown while he rakes in the worthless 
trash of earth. 
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2, The Fellowship (dispensation) Of The 
Mystery: the great mystery of this Gospel Dispen- 
sation. We speak of the Old Testament Dispensa- 
tion, and the New Testament Dispensation. In the 
Old, the message was confined largely to the 
Jewish race, although, as we have seen, the Jews 
were supposed to be a missionary nation and be a 
blessing to the world. (They have fulfilled this by 
giving us our Saviour). One of the lessons of the 


Book of Jonah is this missionary lesson. 


The Jews were given the revelation in the 


Ritual, Types, Symbols and Sacrifices of the Old 
Testament. 


Under the New Testament Dispensation, the 


door has been swung wide open so that all men can 
see into this mystery which has been hid in God. 
All men are to come. This same invitation rings 
out in the Old Testament, however: ‘‘Ho, everyone 
that thirsteth, come’’; “Look unto Me all the ends 
of the earth and be saved.” But this “mystery,” 
this infinitely wise plan of God for the salvation 
of men, is more clearly seen now that Christ has 
come and finished His work. The Old Testament 
saints looked forward to a Saviour Who was to 
come: we look back, and our understanding should 
be much better than theirs. The whole Book of 
Hebrews brings this out in a very clear and con- 
vineing manner. 


3. The Eternal Purpose Of God In Christ. This 
whole Plan of God for the Salvation of men. This 
Plan was in the mind of God from the beginning, 
and He wrought it out perfectly when the fulness 
of time came. There are still many who shut their 
eyes and refuse to see this most marvellous dis- 
play of the manifold wisdom of God. Christ 1s 
made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, 
and redemption. The Church was in the mind of 
God from the beginning, and His whole scheme of 
redemption centers in Christ. Oh, if all men could 


only see this! They would hasten to accept Him as 


Saviour, and crown Him as King. 
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Young 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 
FOR FEBRUARY 


Feb. 22: The Home Problem - Parents 
Plus Children Equal Conflict 


Introduction 


“We think our fathers fools so wise we grow, 
Our wiser sons no doubt will think us so.” 


As a minister I have the privilege of meeting with 
different groups of the Church and listening to 
their point of view, Whenever I have been with a 
group of young people in a good bull session where 


everybody let their hair down they all felt that 


their parents and the older generation simply did 
not understand them and their point of view. And 
' then as I call among the parents they accuse the 
- young people of not having proper respect for the 
authority and conventions of the past. Perhaps this 
program would be a good time to bring the parents 
in for the program and let both groups be heard. — 


Some of the main problem areas of misunder- 
standing could be discussed, as outlined in ‘Pres- 
byterian Youth,” in the realm of studies, money, 
domestic duties, and dating. After a discussion 
along the line of these problem areas the whole 
group could study Ephesians 6:1-4. In this passage 


we have the relationship of parents to young peo- 


ple “in the Lord.’’ 
SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Ephesians 6:1-4) 


(1) Obedience in the Lord. Verse 1. (2) Honor 
YY Children. Verses 2-3. (3) Leadership by Parents. 
erse 4, 


This whole matter of relationship of parents to 


children is an important but misunderstood area 
In our lives. Either parents seem to feel that they 


-. must lord it over children without any responsi- 


bility or recognition of the child’s self-will, or they 
feel that a child can do as he pleases. Obedience 
comes within Christian fellowship, and that places 
upon the child a responsibility to not only obey 
specific commands but also to so live day by day 
so that his life will honor his parents and lead peo- 
ple to respect his parents. On the other hand a 
parent earns the right to command only by leading 
out in the things of spiritual and emotional under- 
standing of the child. 


Suggestions 


Bring the parents in on this program. Let each 
be heard on the problem areas as indicated above, 
let some mature person present the Scripture Les- 
son, and then let a parent outline what a parent 
can do to lead in spiritual and emotional under- 
standing and then let a young person speak of 
what may be done by young people to make them 
honor their parents. 


Feb. 29: You're Going To 
Marry A Person ~ 
Introduction 


P When you and I read the words of this topic our 
'st reaction is to say: “Well, what did you think 


People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


I was going to marry?” But marriage is breaking 
up in America today because all too many people 
have had the experience of the wag: 


I fell in love with a dimple and a curl, 
Then, like a fool, married the whole girl. 


We need to remind ourselves over and over again 
that we are going to marry a person, and that 
means a lot. Let’s outline some of the things it 
means: 


1. I am going to marry a person and that means 
that the person I am going to marry will have 
some relation to God, If my marriage is going to 
be a happy one that is blessed of God two things 
must then be true of the relation of the person I 
marry to God: 


First, that person must recognize the law of God 
and be willing to abide by it. That means that mar- 
riage is ordained of God for life. Genesis 2:23-24; 
Matthew 5:31-32. No greater lie has been thrust 
upon the American people than the lie so often 
portrayed by Hollywood that a person can marry’ 
a person before Almighty God and then be free to 
disregard that vow purely out of physical attrac- 
tion to another. 


In the second place, that person must be a be- 
liever in the Lord Jesus Christ, seeking to follow 
Him. Two people can never get along unless they 
be agreed in this great spiritual area of their lives 
(Amos 3:3), and foreseeing this God has definitely 
commanded that we not marry unbelievers. Are we 
really married in the sight of God if we ignore 
this command? (II Corinthians 6:14). 


" 2. I am going to marry a person and that means 
that I become a part of all that person is. There- 
fore I want to look for certain things in the per- 
son I marry: (a) A healthy body that comes from 
a healthy family. (b) A person of good manners 
and good morals. (c) A person with good educa- 
tion and culture. (d) A person who knows the 
value of money and how to use it. (e) A person 
who is a worker. Be one and marry one. (f) A per- 
son who has a disposition and tempermen;y like 
= (g) A person who is lovely and lovable 
o all. 


These things sound rather dull in the light of 
romantic love, but many a marriage that began on 
the mountaintop of romance ended in the valley of 
despair simply because these things were lacking. 


3. I am going to marry a person and that means 
that that person must get along with me. If I have 
real love I will have the kind of love Paul talks 
about in I Corinthians 13. In that chapter we see 
love exalted above all things, Verses 1-3, love ana- 
lysed, Verses 4-7, and love contrasted, Verses 8-13. 
Take Moffatt’s translation of this chapter and ex- 
amine your own heart and life in the light of each 
clause in Verses 4-7. A girl once told me that this 
was not love and that she knew what love was. 
That girl married and in less than a year she was 
deserted by her husband and left to rear her child 
alone, She was not bad, she just made a sap of her- 
self because she did not know that it takes I Cor- 
inthians 13:4-7 to hold a husband and be happy. 
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Suggestions 


Using the material outlined above you can move 
right through from the necessity of recognizing 


the law of God to the responsibility to live by the | 


law of love. Let one develop each Scriptural or 
practical point, then pause to discuss those things 
in the lives of your group now that will make 


them fail later in marriage. Outline also the things 
that need to be cultivated now in order that they 
may pay off in rich dividends in the future. 

And as a passing shot. Before marriage, keep 
your eyes wide open; after marriage, keep them 
half shut. 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman’s Calendar 
February 1948 


February 1: Closing Day in Week of Prayer and 
Self-Denial for Foreign Missions. 


February 8: Race Relations Sunday. 
February 13: World Day of Prayer. 
February 15: Day of Prayer for Students. 


February Circle Topic: “Do I Have What It 
Takes?” Suggested memory passages: Matthew 
7:13-23. 


February Auxiliary Topic: “One God - One 
World.” 


Special Auxiliary Business: Election of Officers. 


World Day Of Prayer 
February 12, 1948 


On February 12, Christians will be meeting for 
forty consecutive hours in the observance of the 
World Day of Prayer, which will begin in the Fiji 
Islands and move around the world to islands off 
the coast of Alaska. 


The 1948 World Day of Prayer theme is “The 
World At Prayer.’’ The program contains much 
helpful material, yet every local group is urged to 
consider the program as suggestion and make nec- 
essary revisions and adaptations. 


The Christian’s Hope Chest 
By Mrs. E. C. Murray“ 


Revelation is an apocalyptic book and, like 
Daniel in the Old Testament, was readily under- 
stood by early Jewish Christians, who were quite 
familiar with this form of writing. Yet though not 
so clear to the occidental mind, the continuous 
reading and study of this wonderful book will 
richly repay those who delve into the treasure 
mine of its marvellous symbolism and exquisite 
imagery. 

Here we have messages and warnings to seven 
typical churches, a gradual unfoldin~ of its veiled 
prophecies, the final and complete downfall of evil, 
and the return of Christ to claim His bride, the 
true church, and receive her into those blessed 
abodes He is now preparaing for all who love Him. 


An English scholar, writing on Revelation, sug- . 


gests the thought that the Gospel story of the 
advent of the Savior into this world is the origin 
of many lovely legends, such as the Sleeping 
Beauty -nd Prince Charming, who came to rouse 


her from a hundred years’ sleep and take her 
away to reign with him in his kingdom. 


Christ came down into the world to call out the 
Church, His bride, awakening her from a sleep of 
sin and death to a new life and by His sacrificia] 
death on the cross. He, the sinless one, became her 
substitute, that she might become the righteousness 
of God in Him, through faith unto salvation. 


There is a pretty custom from time immemorial 
that when a girl is born into a family, the mother 
will provide a hope chest for her against the day 
she may become a bride. Into this are placed many 
useful and beautiful articles, lengths of fine linen, 
laces, and material for personal apparel. During 
her growing years, other things are added, so that 
in setting up her new home, she will have all 
necessary furnishings for comfort and beauty. 


Now, if this is true materially, should not every 
one born into the family of God be possessed of a 
spiritual hope chest for laying away treasure be- 
coming to the sons and daughters of that great 
King who rules the universe? This chest should be 
filled with the fruits of the Spirit: ‘‘Love, Joy, 
Peace, Long-Suffering, Gentleness, Goodness, Faith, 
— Temperance. Against such there is n0 
aw.”’ 

Peter counsels: “Add to your faith virtue and 
other ~races and you shall be neither barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of the Lord.” That 
wondrous hymn of love (I Cor. 18) was given by 
the Holy Spirit as a model for Christian conduct, 
closing with these words: “And now abideth faith, 
hope and love; but the greatest of these is love.” 
Love is indeed the “fulfilling of the law.” 


“Love like brethren, be pitiful, be courteous,” 
cherishing each other’s good name, working 10 
harm, and doing no injury to the influence or 
reputation of any of the Lord’s annointed. 


Thus will the Christian’s hope chest be filled 
with that “fine linen which is the righteousness of 
the saints’; neither will there be any lack of 
material for a wedding garment at. the return of 
the Heavenly Bridegroom to celebrate that last 
great marriage feast. 


While you watch and wait,, can you say: “I will 
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful 
in mv God, for He hath clothed me with the gal- 
ments of salvation. He hath covered me with the 
robe of righteousness as a bridegroom decketh him- 
self with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth her 
self with jewels.” 

“Jesus, thy blood and righteousness my beauty 
are and my perfect dress ’mid flaming worlds. In 
these arrayed, I shall with joy lift up my head. 


*Buena Vista, Va. 
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Think! Do Your Own Thinking! 


By L. E. Faulkner 


Perhaps never in the history of our church has 
so much depended upon the ye of indi- 
- vidual thinking on the part of 20,000 Elders 
94,000 Deacons and more than 600,000 members o 
the Southern Presbyterian Church, Intelligent and 
prayerful thinking that places first things first is 
' vitally important in connection with the contro- 
 versial questions which will be presented at the 
next meeting of our General Assembly. | 


One of these questions which affects the very 
- jife of the Southern Presbyterian Church is the 
- question of whether or not the Southern Presby- 
terian Church shall withdraw from the Federal 
- Council of the Churches of Christ in America. This 
_ js not a new question, and yet perhaps only a very 
- small percent of the officers of the Southern Pres- 
 byterian Church have the faintest idea regarding 
_ the economic, political, social and radical objectives 
- of the Federal Council as set forth in their Annual 
- Reports and the official pronouncements of the 
- Jeaders of the Council—objectives to which all of 
_ our Churches are being committed by a small group 
- comprising the Executive Committee of the Federal 
' Council of Churches. Our Church has two repre- 
sentatives on this Executive Committee and regard- 
. less of how they feel regarding the vital questions 
- coming before the Executive Committee, they are 
_ powerless to change the final decisions of the 
_ Executive Committee regarding such matters as 
_ specific F.E.P.C. legislation, a definite stand for a 
hon-segregated church and a non-segregated so- 
ciety, and going on record in favor of full em- 
- ployment guaranteed. by the Government, social 
_ plannine and control of the credit and monetary 
_ systems, Pacifism, and many other political and 
' controversial questions which are outside the true 
functions of the Church of the Living God and in 
; — with the doctrinal standards of our 
Church. 


I have stated that the Federal Council issue 
is not a new issue. More than thirty years 
ago there was recorded in the Minutes of our 
General Assembly the following statements 
pertaining to the Federal Council: ante 

“While there are thus many things in the 
reports of the Council which we approve and 
heartily endorse, there are actions taken which 
so do violence to the historic and scriptural 
position of our Church that we can do naught 
else than decline to accept the responsibility 
for them and enter our protest. In some in- 
stances they are contrary to the doctrine of 
the separation of the Church and the State 
and the only proper attitude of approach which 
the Church has to the affairs of the State; in 
others they deal with matters that are wholly 
extraneous to the recognized mission of the 
Church on earth. | 


“The note sounded for our forward move- 
ment in the Church is Evangelism. Is it not, 
then, of the greatest importance that we guard 
the pure evangel from accretions that may turn 
us aside from our greatest mission and dis- 
sipate our energies on the perishing things of 
eternity?” | 


Continuing, the General Assembly stated: 


“Troublous times such as these caused that 
action in the Presbyterian Church which neces- 
sitated the birth of the Church South; should 
we not, then, most carefully guard . against 
the age tendencies which are turning the forces 
of the Church into so many side channels and 
so weakening the force of her one supreme 
call to save men for time and eternity?’ 


Recently an Elder in one of our large Presbyterian 

hurches in a letter to me stated: “Our Pastor is 
not in favor of withdrawing from the Federal 
Council, so our Session voted to instruct our re- 
presentatives to Presbytery to vote against the 
withdrawal, so I suppose that is where we will stand 
on that question.’”” We hear many statements like 
the following: 


__. “T am much distressed as there is an og 

tion to a frank discussion in our Church. No 
one has heen permitted here to take up the 
conservative side of the matters now before 
our Assembly.” 


“The matters now before our Assembly are 

not being discussed in a public way in our 

Synod. The only discussion we hear is limited 
to private conversations.” 


‘“‘When the time came to take the vote on 
the Federal Council issue all discussion was 
banned even though many Elders stated that 
they did not know anything about the subject 
upon which they were called to vote, There 
is an obvious fear against open discussion. I 
observe a nervousness here for fear that the. 
conservative side might get a hearing.” 


“IT greatly fear that pastors are trying to 
shelter their people and keep them in ignorance 
about the real issues.” 


There are, of course, sincere and worthy Ministers, 
church officers and church members on both sides 
of this important issue. Every member of the more 
than 3,500 churches of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church should be given an opportunity—more than 
that, they should consider it their duty—to give 
thoughtful and prayerful consideration to this vital 
question. As a church officer it is his duty to seek 
firsthand information and, through the blessings 
of God’s Holy Spirit, to express himself as an 
individual regardless of the sincere opinions of his 
Minister or any other member of his Church. 


Every one of the charges made in the Minority 
Report, which was adopted at the last meeting of 
our general Assembly by a vote of 179 to 173, can 
be supported by documentary statements taken 
from the Annual Reports of the Council and from 
official pronouncements of many of the leaders of 
the Council. The official reports of the Council 
show beyond any question of doubt that the Council 
has endorsed specific F.E.P.C. legislation, endorsed 
a non-segregated church and a_ non-segregated 
society, endorsed specific legislation for full em- 
ployment guaranteed by the Government, advocated 
social planning and control of the credit and 
monetary systems, Pacifism, socialized medicine, 
planned parenthood, and other foreign ideologies 
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that would give us planned and managed economy 
—a form of national socialism—a new economic 
system that would destroy the individual competi- 
tive enterprise system and be incompatible with the 
Christian religion. 


I shall be glad to furnish upon request quoted 
excerpts from the Federal Council’s Annual Re- 
ports and official] pronouncements of the leaders of 
the Council—documentary statements showing that 
the Federal] Council through its Executive Com- 
mittee is advocating and working for all of these 
objectives which have been mentioned. — 


“We Are Not Divided” 


By Rev. T. K. Mowbray 
Sharon, S. C. 


BUT, we are DIVIDED into denominations. Jesus 
said, “Other sheep I have which are not of this 
fold; them also I must bring, and they shall hear 
My voice.” The Gentiles were not of the Jewish 
fold, yet thev will inherit the Kingdom, and honor 
the Chief Shepherd. 


BUT, we are DIVIDED because our Kingdom is 
not of this world; others are looking for an earthly 
kingdom. 


BUT, we are DIVIDED because their hope is in 


the arm of flesh, the unions and societies of men. | 


Ours is that “blessed hope, the glorious appearing 
of the great GOD and our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
(Titus 2:13) “When He shall have delivered up the 
kingdom to God, even the Father; when He shall 
have put down all rule and all authority and power, 
for He must reign.”’ (1 Cor. 15:24-25). 


BUT, we are DIVIDED because their GOD is 
not ours. Our God and Saviour was born of the 
virgin Mary through the Holy Spirit, He worked 
great miracles. He rose bodily from the ~rave, He 
ascended into heaven. He is coming again in like 


manner, as he ascended, in great power and glory. 


to take His people unto Himself.” 


FINALLY, we are DIVIDED in our love. We not 
only love our Lord Jesus Christ and all of His 
people, but we also love poor lost sinners so much 
that we are not only willing to share our BREAD 
with them, but to give them the BREAD OF GOD 
which cometh down from Heaven; that Bread which 
gives Eternal Life, which makes men who are 
spiritually dead alive, and causes them to live as 
children of God. This is the True Bread. 


Those who do not have this Bread can only offer 


the husks of this world to lost men. 


A factory installed a lot of new machinery. One 
day I stopped by the power house and the engineer 
said, ““we are only operating about half of the 
machines. There is not enough water power to run 
them all now.”’ 


Why should the church keep adding new 
machinery when it has insufficient power to run 
what it has now. Look at the vacant churches. 
Look at the large number of churches reporting 
no professions of faith. There is but one source of 
spiritual power and that is the Holy Spirit. 


“Let us try our ways and turn again to the 
Lord.” This will head the breaches in Zion and 
bring true Christian fellowship and remove division 
in the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


P. O. Box “‘J”’ King College Bristol, Tenn. 
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FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “GOD’S LOVING MONEY RULE 
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each family in his congregation providing he 
will agree to give a talk on TITHING before 
distribution. Write stating number of leaflets 
desired to TITHER, 417-SP, South Hill Street, 
Los Angeles 13, California. } 


The Difficulty Of Faith 


Truly wonderful and monstrous is the extrave- 
gance of our pride. God requires of us nothing 
more severe than that we most religiously observe 
His sabbath, by resting from our own works; bul 
there is nothing which we find more difficult, or t 
which we are more reluctant, than to bid farewell 


to our own works, in order to give the works 0 


God their proper place. —John Calvin. 


The Meaning Of Faith 


For what is more consistent with faith than t0 
acknowledge ourselves naked of all virtue, that Ww 
may be clothed by God; empty of all good, that wé 
may be filled by Him; slaves to sin, that we may 
be liberated by Him; blind, that we may be & 
lightened by Him; lame, that we may be guided; 
weak, that we may be supported by Him; to dives 
ourselves of all ground of glorying, that He alone 
may be eminently glorious, and we may glory 
him. —John Calvin. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


THE CHRISTIAN FAITH IN - 
THE MODERN WORLD 


By J. Gresham Machen, D.D. Published by Wil- 
liam B. Eerdman’s Publishing Company, 255 Jef- 


ferson Avenue, S.E., Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 
$2.50. 


Dr. Machen gave the lectures in this volume in 
1935. In 1986 they were published by The Mac- 
millan Company. We rejoice that The William B. 
Ferdman’s Publishing Company has now repub- 
lished this volume that gives the Christian view of 
the Bible and other Biblical doctrines of cardinal 
significance, 


In the first of these radio messages Dr. Machen 
set forth his purpose by stating that he wanted to 
communicate to his listeners, not his own opinions, 
but the Word of God which can be found in an old 
Book “‘that has been sealed by the seals of pre- 
judice and unbelief, but that will, if it is redis- 
covered, again set the world aflame and that will 
show you, be you rich or poor, the way by which 


you can come into communion with the living 


God.” 


In the first part of this book Dr. Machen raises 
the question, “Is The Bible The Word Of God?” 
He gives an honest answer to the question: “Can 
we really depend upon the record?” He set forth 
his own conviction in these words: “I hold that the 
Biblical writers, after having prepared for their 
tasks by the providential building of their entire 
lives received in addition to all that a blessed and 
wonderful supernatural guidance and impulsion by 


the Spirit of God so that they were preserved from 


the errors that appear in other books, and thus the 
resulting book, the Bible, is in all its parts the 
very Word of God completely true in what it says 
regarding matters of faith and completely authori- 
tative in its commands.” He frankly admitted that 
this is not a popular doctrine. It is not in accord- 
ance with the wisdom of this world, A man cannot 
hold to it seriously and at the same time enjoy the 
favor of the world, or the favor of the ecclesias- 
tical authorities in many of the Churches of the 
present day. 


Dr. Machen maintained that the Inspiration of 
the Bible belongs, not to the superstructure of 
Christianity, but to its foundation. He also af- 
firmed: “If a man really holds to it, everything 
else for that man is changed.” 


It is also well to point out that Dr. Machen re- 
fused to believe that God left the transmission of 
the Bible to chance. He denied this notion. “God 
certainly did not according to our view leave the 
transmission of the Bible to chance. He did not 
leave anthing to chance; but it is particularly 
plain that He did not leave that to chance ... No, 
my friends, these things did not come by chance. 
God did these things, He did not do them by a 
miracle. but it was Just as much God that did them 
as lt it would have been if He had done them by a 
miracle ... very wonderfully and very graciously 
according to our view of the Bible has God pro- 
vided for the preservation from generation to gen- 
eration of His holy Word.” As a result of this Dr. 

achen wanted Christians to know that we can 

ke down our Bible from the shelf and “be very 
sure that it will give you good information about 
that which stood in the autographs of the Word of 
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God. The study of the manuscripts of the Bible is 
a wonderfully reassuring thing ... other books will 
deceive you, but not this Book. This Book is the 
Word of God.” 

The doctrine of Verbal Inspiration is beautifully 
explained in one of these addresses. Dr, Machen 
stated that the doctrine of Verbal Inspiration ac- 
knowledges that the Biblical writers used ordinary 
sources of information but were also recipients of 
fresh Supernatural revelation not previously given 
to others but given for the first time to them in 
the very moment of their writing. 


Due +0 the lack of space we shall have to be con- 
tent with only one more quotation from this illumi- 
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nating work. After completing all phases of the 
doctrine of Inspiration, Dr. Machen concludes: 
“What a dreadfully erroneous thing it is to say 
merely that the Bible contains the Word of God. 
No, it is the Word of God. It is-the Word. of God 
when it records the facts, it is the Word of God 
when it tells us what we must do. Hear it as the 
Word of God. It will probe very deep into your 
life. It will reveal the dark secrets of your sin. But 
then it will bring you good tidings of salvation as 
no word of man can do.” 


On every page of this book we behold the re- 
finement of a gentleman, the dignity of a scholar, 
and the integrity of a Christian. Though the author 
is dead, he still speaks to us with incomparable 
common sense, reverence, and devotion to truth. 

—John R. Richardson. 


The Book May Be Ordered From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 


= 


THE ORIGIN OF PAUL’S 
RELIGION 


By J. Gresham Machen. Published by William B. 
Eerdman’s Publishing Company, 255 Jefferson Ave- 
nue, S.E., Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.00. 


The problem of the origin of Christianity is dis- 
cussed in these Sprunt Lectures originally deliver- 
ed at Union Theological Seminary of Richmond, 
Va., by an unintimidated defender of the Chris- 
tian Faith. Dr. Machen believes that the problem 
of the origin of Christianity is not only one of im- 
portant historical value, but also of practical sig- 
nificance, He stated it in this way: “Rightly or 
wrongly, Christian experience has ordinarily been 
connected with one particular view of the origin 
of the Christian movement; where that view has 
been abandoned, the experience has ceased.” He 
repudiated the idea that Christianity is the same 
no matter what its origin and also refused to ac- 
cept the notion that the problem of origin should 
be kept entirely separate from the present relig- 
ious interest of the Church. For this reason he 
wrote: “A most important practical question for 
the modern Church is still the question how Chris- 
tianity came into being.’”? On the basis of exact 
scholarship Dr. Machen has shown that the relig’ un 
of Paul as a phenomenon which emerged in .he 
course of history, cannot be explained as the oper- 
ation of natural causes. All who reject Supe.: 
naturalism are unable to satisfactorily explain the 
phenomenon of Paul’s religion. | 


Dr. Machen was convinced that Paulinism was 
an account of something that had happened and 
what had happened, moreover, was not hidden in 
the dim and distant past, It was something that 
happened only a few years before and the facts 
could be established by adequate testimony. Paul 
could appeal to eye witnesses. Dr. Machen reached 
this conclusion: “The Gospel which Paul preached 
was an account of something that had happened. 
If the account was true the origin of Paulinism is 
explained; if it was not true, the Church is based 
upon an inexplicable error.” 


The author raised this searching question: “If 
Jesus was not the Divine Redeemer that Paul says 
He was, how did the Pauline religion of redemp- 
tion arise?” He dissected the three hypotheses and 
after careful examination found each one wanting. 
He further shows that all of the parallels submitted 
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which have tried to prove that Paulinism was de. 
rived from pagan religious authorship break down, 
He believed that the heart of the problem was 
found in the Pauline relation to Christ. “The relg. 
tion of Paul to Christ is a relation of love and love 
exists only between persons ... there lies the basis 
of the religion of Paul; there lies the basis of al] 
Christianity ... the religion of Paul was not found. 
ed upon a complex of ideas derived from Judaism 
or from pagans—it was founded upon the histor. 
ical Jesus; but the historical Jesus upon Whom it 
was founded was not the Jesus of modern recon. 
struction, but the Jesus of the whole New Testa. 
ment and of Christian faith; not a teacher who 
survived only in the memory of His disciples, but 
the Saviour Who after His redeeming work was 
done, still lived and could still be loved.” 


The reviewer heartily recommends the reading 
of these lectures to seminarians and ministers, For 
maximum benefit it should be read more than once, 
It is a profoundly Christian book that is needed by 
contemporary Christendom. It deserves an honored 
place in any open-minded minister’s library, 

—John R. Richardson. 


The Book May Be Ordered From _ 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 


The Missionary And Primitive Man, By Gordon 
Hedderly Smith. Published by The Van Kampen 
Press, 542 South Dearborn Street, Chicago, Il 
Price $2.50. An introduction to the study of the 
characteristics in religion of the primitive man. In 
an introduction to this book Dr. Wilbur M. Smith 
writes: “I will never be able since reading this 
book to think of Africa and the many islands of 
the sea without feeling that I know ten times more 
about their problems and difficulties than I knew 
before.”” The author has served as a pioneer mi 
sionary in French-Indo China for twelve years. 


Practical Sermon Outlines. By H. K. Dounie.. 


Published by Zondervan Publishing Company, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. Sixty-six skeleton 
outlines of Scriptural themes. Designed to help 
pastors and Bible teachers. | 


ORDINATION VOWS OF MINISTERS 
AND ELDERS 
By Henry Bast. Bethany Reformed Church of 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 50c. Order from Evar- 
gelical Fund, 62-B Keeler Building, Grand Rapids 
Mich. 


In this pamphlet of 89 pages the author gives 
a discussion of the vows to which the ministers 


sukscribe. As follows: 


“We the underwritten, in becoming ministers of 
the Word of God within the bounds of the Classis 
of do by this our subscription, sincerely 
and in good conscience before the Lord, declare 
that we believe the Gospel of the Grace of God in 
Christ Jesus as revealed in the Holy Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments, and as trulv sé 
forth in the Standards of the Reformed Church 0 
America and that we reject all errors that ar 
contrary thereto. We promise that we will exer 
ourselves to keep the church free from such etror. 


We promise that we will with all diligence and 
faithfulness teach the Gospel and defend the 
Standards of our faith, without either directly 
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indirectly contradicting the same by preaching or 


writing, and that We will set forth the Gospel as. 


God may give us grace in our life and conversation 
without contradicting the same by word or example, 


We further promise that should we ever have 
any doubts as to the Gospel of the Grace of God 
in Christ Jesus, or as to the Standards of our faith, 
we will neither propose nor teach the same, but 
will subject ourselves to its counsel] and decision, 
under penalty in case of refusal to be ipso 
facto suspended from our office. We do further 
promise to be always ready to comply with a 
requisition from Consistory or Classis for an ex- 
planation of our views, respecting any particular 
article from the ministry, reserving to ourselves, 
however, the right of an appeal to a higher 
judicatory, and until decision is made upon such 
appeal, we will acquiesce in the determination and 
judgement already passed.” 


This is section 18 from the Constitution of the | 


Reformed Church in America. Every time a candi- 
date is examined for Ordination in the Reformed 
church or every time he moves from one Classis, 
(Presbytery) to another he must subscribe again, 
just as we do in our Southern Presbyterian Church. 


The author emphasizes as of first importance 
the message the Reformed minister is pledged to 
preach. It is the Gospel of the Grace of God in 


Christ Jesus and that Gospel as revealed in the 


Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, 
and as truly set forth in the Standards of the 
Reformed Church in America, viz.: The Belgic 
Confession of Faith, the Heidelberg Catechism, and 
the Canons of the Synod of Dort. The Reformed 
minister is not at libertv to preach any gospel or 
“another gospel,” but the Gospel of the Grace of 
— in Christ Jesus as interpreted by their Stand- 
ards. 


The Reformed minister solemnly promises to 
reject all errors of doctrine and to keep the church 
free from such errors. 


They also promise to set forth the Gospel as God 
may give them grace in their life and conversation. 
The author quotes from Richard Baxter, “A holy 
calling will not save an unholy man. God never 
did save any man for being a preacher, nor be- 
cause he was an able preacher; but because he was 
a justified, sanctified man, and consequently faith- 
ful in his master’s work.” | 


The author speaks of four great promises the 
Reformed minister makes and he remarks that he 
never knew a Reformed minister to object to 
signing these vows. The third solemn promise is 
that the minister will not preach his doubts but 
confess those doubts to his brethren in the Classis 
and if these doubts in regard to the doctrines of 
the Reformed faith can not be settled that he is 
willing to be censured or suspended from the 
ministry, In other words the Reformed minister 
pledges himself to be honest with his church and 
his brethren in the ministry. — 


Our Book of Church Order requires a minister to 
make known to his presbytery any departure from 
orthodox belief. The first proposed plan of reunion 

fore our church retained that clause but the 
second plan has left it out. Evidently the committee 
of the Northern church did not like any such: re- 
striction on what their preachers preach. I once 
asked an elderly Scotch preacher who was being 
examined for admission to Upper Missouri Presby- 
tery, “What would you do if you were to find that 
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your views had undergone any change in any 
Important particular?” “Oh well,” he replied, “If 
I could not preach yterian doctrine, I would 
not eat (Presbyterian bread.’”? He was honest as 
every minister certainly ought to be. The pulpit is 
the last place on earth for a dishonest man. 


The author speaks of the great cleavage in 
Protestantism today, between liberalism and 
modernism, that are only slightly different, on the 
one hand and evangelical Christianity on the other. 
The former of these rejects the supernatural, 
while evangelical Christianity clings to the Bible as 
the inspired Word of God. He ventures the predic- 
tion that in the course of a few years modernism 
will be lined up with the Federal Council of 
Churches while the forces of Evangelical Christi- 
anity will find congenial fellowship in the National 
Association of Evangelicals, who believe in, and 
contend for the Faith once for all delivered unto 
the saints. 


The author answers the claim of those “‘who 
contend that the question of the Federal Council 
is not a doctrinal question. He askes on what but 
doctrinal grounds did the Council by a vote of 70 
against 63 exclude the Universalists at the last 
biennial session? A shift of four votes would have 
included them in the Council. Any one who really 
believes the Word of God as interpreted by the 
Presbyterian or Reformed Faith will find delight 
and profit in the able discussion in the above 
pamphlet. —J. E. Flow. 
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